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Preface 

This doctrinal statement represents the authorôs sincere attempt to demonstrate that what he has 

learned from his teachers has become his own firm conviction. This is just as it should be. Ac-

cording to Paul, ñAnd the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 

commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others alsoò (2 Tim. 2:2). There is no 

room for doctrinal innovation; rather Biblical truth must be passed on apart from invention. 

There is a strong emphasis upon doctrine (that which is taught) in the Bible. Indeed, it is referred 

to in the New Testament over 40 times. Of the first church assembly in Acts 2, it is recorded that 

their new converts ñcontinued steadfastly in the apostleôs doctrine...ò (v. 42). Therefore, the 

primacy of what a man believes was given vital impetus right from the start in the church of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Paul, in writing to Timothy, exhorted him again and again about the matter of 

knowable and specific doctrine. Consider the fact that he was left in Ephesus that he ñmight 

charge some that they teach no other doctrine.ò (1 Tim. 1:3). Again, ñIf thou put the brethren in 

remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 

words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou has attained.ò (1 Tim. 4:6). Twice over 

Paul exhorts Timothy to devote himself to doctrine  (1 Tim. 4:13, 16). Further, he is to ñhold fast 

the form of sound wordsò (2 Tim. 1:13). Indeed, Paulôs final appeal, shortly before his own 

death, was to ñpreach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 

all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doc-

trine ; but after their own lusts shall heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.ò (2 Tim. 

4:2, 3). 

There are always great movements underway to thwart the emphasis upon strong doctrinal 

statements. Efforts are constantly being made to dilute specifics and to soft-pedal any dogmat-

ism. This is all a part of the modern pseudo-intellectualism which pleads for an open mind and a 

relative approach to everything. It is my firm belief that this trend is entirely divorced from the 

Word of God. I place a high premium on what a man believes and find support for this conten-

tion in the Scriptures. The need of the hour is for strong doctrine: clearly stated, firmly believed, 

and soundly practiced. This doctrinal statement tries to fill its role in satisfying that need. To that 

end, it will demonstrate that I strongly hold to what we call the ñfundamentalsò of the faith, 

namely the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture, the virgin birth and deity of Christ, the substi-

tutionary atonement, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the second coming of Christ. Since 

these fundamentals are really only an outline of a proper theology, many other doctrines and de-

tails of these fundamentals are laid out in the following pages. 

Even the form of this statement is not an innovation; it is derived from the doctrinal statements 

of the Fellowship Bible Church (Ann Arbor, Michigan, formed 1981, which in turn was based on 

the doctrinal statement of the Dallas Theological Seminary in Dallas, Texas) and the Detroit 

Baptist Theological Seminary (Allen Park, Michigan). 

This doctrinal statement was used, in an earlier form, for my ordination examination on Novem-

ber 7, 2004 and for my seminary doctrinal examination on April 28, 2005. The only changes 

since the latter examination have been revised and additional position statements. 



 4 

Section 1: The Holy Scriptures 

A. Inspiration. I believe that ñall Scripture is given by inspiration of God,ò
1
 by which I under-

stand the whole Bible, the 66 books of the Old and New Testament canon, is inspired in the 

sense that ñholy men of Godò ñwere moved by the Holy Spiritò
2
 to write the very words of Scrip-

ture wholly without error.
3
 I believe that this divine inspiration extends equally and fully to all 

parts of the writing of the original manuscripts, whether historical, poetic, doctrinal, or prophetic. 

This belief is often referred to as verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture. As a result of the supe-

rintending work of God in inspiration, the Scriptures possess Divine authority, infallibility (cer-

tainty), trustworthiness, and longevity.
4
 They are inerrant (free from error) and tell the truth.

5
 

They are profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness.
6
 They are 

the final authority on all matters of faith and practice and whatever subject they touch.
7
 

B. Preservation. I believe that the Scriptures have been kept over the ages by Godôs providential 

care for them. While there is no explicit promise in the Scriptures regarding how such preserva-

tion would be accomplished, the Bible does mention its own preservation.
8
 Historical evidence 

shows that God preserved the Bible in the multitude of extant manuscripts, versions, and other 

writings. No single copy or translation is today without error. The Scriptures may not be conti-

nuously available at any particular time and place,
9
 nor has God guaranteed that any single copy 

or all copies of the Scriptures will be without copyist errors. Thus, due diligence is required in 

their propagation
10

 and translation.
11

 Copies and translations receive inspiration and inerrancy 

derivatively to the extent that they faithfully reproduce the originals. 

C. Relationship of inspiration, preservation, and canonization. I believe that preservation is a co-

rollary of inspiration and that those books preserved are the same ones that were inspired. The 

illuminating work of the Holy Spirit allowed men to recognize these books and thus collect them 

into the canon, the list of 66 inspired books. Each book that belonged in the canon was by nature 

canonical or had the property of canonicity from its original writing, but canonization refers 

more specifically to the process of recognition of the inherent qualities of the book, whether im-

mediate or delayed. The canon is closed today, i.e. no more books will be added to it.
12

 

D. Interpretation. I believe that the Bible must be interpreted literally, according to the grammat-

                                                
1 2 Tim. 3:16 
2 2 Pet. 1:19-21 
3 Ex. 34:1; 1 Cor. 2:13; Gal. 3:16; Notice that what Moses wrote (Deut. 31:24) was the same as what God wrote 

(Hos. 8:12) 
4 John 10:35; Acts 1:16; Matt. 5:18, 24:35; 1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Peter 1:24-25 
5 Prov. 30:5; John 17:17 
6 Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:16-17 
7 Isa. 8:20 
8 Psalm 119:152, 160 
9 2 Kings 22:8-13 
10

 Rev. 22:18-19 
11 Neh. 8:8 
12 1 Cor. 13:8-12; Eph. 2:20 
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ical, contextual, historical method. Figurative passages bear a literal truth of the figure revealed.
1
 

There is one interpretation of Scripture
2
 but this one interpretation may have many applications. 

E. Illumination. Though some portions of the Bible are more difficult than others,
3
 the Scriptures 

can be interpreted, and the interpreter can arrive at a correct interpretation because of the illumi-

nating work of the Holy Spirit
4
 and the perspicuity (clarity) of the Scriptures.

5
 Only the initial 

and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in illumination can ultimately convey the acceptance of and 

confidence in the Scriptures.
6
 These can be bolstered by the witness of history, the consistency of 

the Scripture, its miraculous contents, etc., but at base, the Bible possesses self-attesting truth 

and authority because of its Source and how it was produced (see above). 

F. The Canon. The list of books that I believe partake of the aforementioned characteristics are: 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 

Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 

Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 

Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 

Acts, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessa-

lonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, Jude, Re-

velation. 

G. Wrong views. I reject any belief that extends miraculous inspiration, inerrancy, perfect pre-

servation, or restoration to particular apographs or translations, since this would require miracles 

in the process of copying and translation which are not suggested in the Bible. I reject the addi-

tion of other books to the canon listed above. I reject the view that new revelation is available 

today. 

                                                
1 Matt. 16:5-11 
2 2 Peter 1:20 
3 2 Peter 3:16 
4
 1 Cor. 2:9-16 

5 Psalm 19:7-11, 119:105, 130; 2 Peter 1:19 
6 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 John 2:27; 1 Cor. 2:14, 12 
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Section 2: Dispensationalism 

A. Definition. I believe in the dispensational view of Bible interpretation. I believe that a dispen-

sation is a distinguishable economy in the outworking of Godôs purpose. From Godôs point of 

view, a dispensation is a stewardship
1
 by which God administers His purpose on the earth. From 

manôs point of view, a dispensation establishes various responsibilities or tests. I believe that 

there are seven such economic arrangements between God and man which span history from 

start to finish, and that these are called: Innocence, Conscience, Human Government, Promise,
2
 

Mosaic Law,
3
 Grace,

4
 and Millennial Kingdom.

5
 I believe that three of these dispensations are 

the subject of extended revelation in the Scripture: the dispensation of the Mosaic Law, the 

present dispensation of grace, and the future dispensation of the millennial kingdom, which is the 

culmination of Godôs work on the earth. I believe that these are distinct and are not to be inter-

mingled or confused. 

B. Delineation. I believe there are four major tenets of dispensational teaching. First, the ultimate 

purpose of history is to reveal the glory of God.
6
 Second, the Scriptures are to be interpreted in a 

consistently literal fashion according to proper history, grammar, and context, including prophet-

ic passages not yet fulfilled. Third, a consistent distinction must be made between Israel (which 

is a national, ethnic, and political entity) and the Church (which is a spiritual organism).
 7
 Fourth, 

God has delivered special revelation to mankind in various ways and in many parts.
8
 This is 

called ñprogressive revelationò and outpourings of such new revelation (previously unknown in-

formation from God)
9
 are especially evident at the transition between dispensations. 

C. One way of salvation. I believe that dispensations are not ways of salvation. According to the 

eternal purpose of God, salvation is always by grace, through faith, and rests upon the basis of 

the shed blood of Christ. Though there is this one way of salvation in every dispensation, each 

successive dispensation has had an increased amount of special revelation, for which the believer 

is responsible before God. Thus the conscious content of faith is increased in later dispensations 

because of progressive revelation. 

I believe that it has always been true that ñwithout faith it is impossible to please God,ò
10

 and 

that the principle of faith was prevalent in the lives of all the Old Testament saints. However, I 

believe that it was historically impossible that they should have had as the conscious object of 

their faith the incarnate, crucified Son, the Lamb of God.
11

 I believe that it is evident that they 

did not comprehend as is possible today, due to the completed Scriptures, the person and work of 

                                                
1 1 Cor. 4:1 
2 Gen. 12:1-3; Gal. 3:17; Heb. 6:15; 11:9 
3 Deut. 5:2; John 1:17 
4 John 1:17; Rom. 6:14; Heb. 7:11-12; 8:6-13 
5 Eph. 1:10 
6 Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; Rev. 4:11 
7 1 Cor. 10:32; Acts 15:14-18; Rom. 11:25-26; Matt. 23:37-39; cp. Gen. 12 and Ex. 19 with Acts 2 (as to different 

origin); cp. Eph. 3:3-6, 9 (as to mystery of Church); cp. Is. 61:5-6 with Rev. 19:6-16 (as to different destinies). 
8 Heb. 1:1 
9
 Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:2-4, 9; Col. 1:25-27 

10 Heb. 11:6 
11 John 1:29 
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Christ.
1
 I believe that they did not fully understand the redemptive significance of the prophecies 

or types concerning the sufferings of Christ.
2
 However, I believe that their faith in God and in 

His revelation to that point was counted to them for righteousness.
3
 This faith was in God him-

self and His revelation, not in the sacrifices, nor in sacrificial system per se, nor in the typology 

of the sacrificial system. 

I believe that God has always been gracious, regardless of the ruling dispensation, but that man 

has not at all times been under an administration or stewardship of grace as is true in the present 

dispensation.
4
 In other words, the dispensational approach to the Bible, just because it emphasiz-

es that the present age is characterized by Godôs grace, does not deny that God has been gracious 

in all ages.
5
 

D. Wrong views. I reject the extreme teaching known as ñultra-dispensationalism,ò which op-

poses either the Lordôs Table or water baptism as being for the church in the present dispensa-

tion.
6
 I reject the view that says that dispensationalism teaches multiple ways of salvation. I re-

ject the extreme teaching that there is no applicability of the teachings of previous dispensations 

to our present one. 

                                                
1 1 Peter 1:10-12 
2 1 Peter 1:11-12 
3 Rom. 4:3, 5-8; Gen. 15:6; Heb. 11:7 
4
 John 1:17; Eph. 3:2-11; Col. 1:25-26 

5 Exod. 22:27; 34:6; 2 Kings 13:23; 2 Chron. 30:9; Neh. 9:17, 31; Psalm 86:15; 103:8; 111:4; Jonah 4:2 
6 Acts 2:41, 42; 18:8; 1 Cor. 11:23-26 
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Section 3: The Godhead 

A. The Trinity. I believe that there is only one true God,
1
 eternally existing

2
 in three uncreated 

persons
3
 ï God the Father,

4
 God the Son,

5
 and God the Holy Spirit,

6
 and that these three, while 

being distinct in personality,
7
 are one God; having precisely the same essence, nature, attributes, 

and perfections,
8
 and are worthy of precisely the same homage,

9
 confidence, and obedience. 

These three persons are co-equal and co-eternal. 

B. Eternal generation. I believe that the Father, the first person of the Trinity, is such because of 

His eternal personal relationship to the Son. The Son of God has always been the Son. This is 

often referred to as eternal generation of the Son,
10

 in which the Father makes common the di-

vine essence to the Son. 

C. Eternal Procession. I believe that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. This is 

often referred to as the procession of the Spirit as an explanation of the eternal personal relation-

ship of the Father and the Son to the Holy Spirit,
11

 in which God the Father and the Son make the 

divine essence common to the Spirit. 

D. Harmony in the Godhead. I believe that each divine Person is involved in the works of the 

Godhead
12

 in such a way as to be in total harmony one with another.
13

 In their relationship one to 

another the Son and Spirit may be said to be functionally or economically subordinate to the Fa-

ther,
14

 though they are not ontologically lesser beings than the Father. 

E. Wrong views. I reject any views that deny the co-equality of the Father Son, and Holy Spirit, 

along with any views that suppose an ontological subordination where the Son or Spirit are 

somehow less than the Father as to Their essence. The Son of God is not a creation, nor was He 

adopted or simply declared to be the Son of God at some point of time. The Holy Spirit is not an 

energy or force. The three persons of the Trinity are not simply different modes of manifestation 

of God. 

 

                                                
1 Deut. 6:4; Isa 45:21-22; Mark 12:29; James 2:19 
2 Exod. 3:14; Jer 10:10; Rom. 16:26 
3 Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Jude 20-21 
4 John 4:21, 23; Rom. 15:6 
5 Matt. 3:17; John 1:1; Rom. 1:3-4 
6 Gen. 1:2; Matt. 1:18; 12:32; Acts 5:3-4 
7 2 Sam. 23:2-3; Psalm 110:1; Heb. 1:8 
8 John 16:15; Acts 5:3-4 
9 John 5:23 
10 2 John 3; Isa. 9:6 
11 John 14:26, 15:26 
12

 cp. Gen. 1:1, 1:2, and Col. 1:16 for one example in Godôs creative activity; cf. Eph. 2:18; Heb. 9:14 
13 John 5:17, 19-20; 8:29 
14 John 14:28; 15:26; 1 Cor. 11:3 
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Section 4: God the Father 

A. God the Father is the First Person of the Triune God. I believe that He is the ultimate source 

of all things,
1
 the creator of all things,

2
 the sustainer of all things,

3
 and the controller of all 

things.
4
 He is the Father of mankind and creation in a general way

5
 but enters into a special Fa-

therhood relationship with men spiritually through the new birth,
6
 indwells believers,

7
 forgives 

their sins,
8
 and answers their prayers.

9
 

 

B. Attributes or Perfections. I believe that God can be said to possess or be the following Divine 

perfections or attributes: God is Spirit,
10

 omniscient,
11

 omnipresent,
12

 omnipotent,
13

 self-

existent,
14

 infinite,
15

 perfect,
16

 wise,
17

 eternal,
18

 immutable,
19

 incomprehensible,
20

 holy (tran-

scendent from creation and separate from sin),
21

 truth,
 22

 love,
23

 righteousness and justice,
24

 faith-

fulness,
25

 mercy,
26

 and grace.
27

 As spirit, God is living,
28

 incorporeal,
29

 invisible,
30

 and possesses 

intelligence,
31

 emotion,
32

 and will.
33

 

 

C. Predestination and Election. I believe that God has predestinated or decreed His eternal plan, 

                                                
1 1 Cor. 8:6 
2 Eph. 3:9, Rev. 4:11 
3 Neh. 9:6, Psalm 104:19-22 
4 Psalm 103:19, 148:8, Prov. 19:21; Dan. 4:35; 1 Cor. 10:13; Rom. 11:36 
5 Acts 17:29; Eph. 4:6 
6 John 1:12; Gal. 3:26; 4:5-6 
7 1 Cor. 6:19 
8 1 John 1:9 
9 John 15:7; 15:16; 16:23; 1 John 5:14-15 
10 John 4:24 
11 Psalm 139:1-6; 1 John 3:20 
12 Psalm 139:7-10 
13 Jer. 32:17; Dan. 4:17; Rev. 7:12, 11:17, 15:8, 16:9 
14 Exod. 3:14; John 5:26 
15 1 Kings 8:27; Jer. 23:23-24; Psalm 147:5 
16 Matt. 5:48; Psalm 18:30; 2 Chron. 19:7 
17 Dan. 2:20; Rom. 11:33; 16:27; Prov. 2:6 
18

 Psalm 90:1-2; 102:11-12; Deut. 33:27; Isa. 9:6 
19 Mal. 3:6; James 1:17 
20 Isa. 55:9; Psalm 139:6; Rom. 11:34 
21 Isa. 6:1-5, 57:15; 1 Peter 1:15-16; 1 John 1:5 
22 Rom. 3:4; 2 Chron. 15:3; Jer. 10:10; John 17:3; 1 Thess. 1:9; Titus 1:2; John 14:6; 15:26; 1 John 2:27 
23 1 John 4:8, 16; John 3:16; Isa. 63:9 
24 Deut. 32:4; Psalm 11:7, 89:14, 145:17; Rom. 3:26, 2:6 (including that God rewards the righteous, Heb. 6:10, and 

punishes the wicked, Rev. 16:4-7) 
25 Lam. 2:22-23; Heb. 10:23; 1 Cor. 10:13; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 119:75 
26 Eph. 2:4; 2 Cor. 1:3; Titus 3:5 
27 Psalm 86:15; Eph. 1:6, 2:8-9; Rom. 3:23-24 
28 Jer. 10:10; 1 Tim. 4:10 
29 John 4:24 
30 John 1:18; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12 
31

 Prov. 3:19-20 
32 Psalm 5:5; Jer. 31:3 
33 Dan. 4:35; Eph. 1:11 
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by which I mean that He has rendered certain all the events of the universe for all time. His plan 

encompasses all things,
1
 is freely made,

2
 and is immutable

3
 and unconditional. Godôs plan in-

cludes all the causes and results of decreed events, as well as the means by which they are car-

ried out.
4
 His plan includes sin,

5
 but does not make God the author of sin.

6
 I believe that Godôs 

predestinated plan includes the election of sinners to salvation. Election refers to the fact that be-

fore the foundation of the world, God chose all believers to salvation in Christ, with all its atten-

dant blessings and obligations.
7
 This choosing was not based on any foreseen merit or other con-

ditions in the believer. In other words, it is unconditional. 

 

D. Wrong views. I reject the view of God called ñopen theismò in which God knows possibilities 

only as possibilities and does not know the certain outcome of anything.
8
 I thus reject the ñomni-

competenceò view of God which says that, while He is able to handle every unforeseen contin-

gency, He does not know all things ahead of time nor is able to direct all things according to His 

purposes. I reject the view that election includes only Godôs ñprescience,ò that is, knowledge 

ahead of time of someoneôs response to the gospel. 

                                                
1 Isa. 46:10; Eph. 1:11, 3:11 
2 Psalm 115:3, 135:6 
3 Psalm 33:11 
4 Acts 2:23; cf. Prov. 16:9 
5 Acts 2:23 
6
 James 1:13; 1 John 1:5 

7 2 Thess. 2:13-14 
8 1 Sam. 23:11-12; Matt. 11:21, 23 
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Section 5: Jesus Christ 

A. His person and incarnation. I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the 

Triune God, that He existed from all eternity as the Son of God,
1
 that the Father sent the Son into 

the world
2
 and He took on a human nature and body at the incarnation,

 3
 that He is at once both 

fully God
4
 and perfect man,

5
 that His human and divine natures are inseparably united in one 

glorious Person, though these two natures must not be confused.
6
 I believe the incarnation was 

effected through the virgin conception and birth.
7
 In His kenosis, he voluntarily laid aside the 

independent use of His divine attributes and prerogatives, but did not relinquish them, or simply 

mask them, or otherwise become non-deity.
8
 The Lord is not in the kenotic state presently.

9
 He 

became incarnate to die for sinners,
10

 to give them eternal life,
11

 to be a sympathetic high 

priest,
12

 to provide an example to believers,
13

 and to reveal God in visible human form.
14

 

B. His substitutionary atonement and resurrection. I believe that He vicariously atoned for the 

sins of mankind on the cross,
15

 the Just One for the unjust ones, offering Himself
16

 to satisfy 

Godôs righteousness,
17

 that He was buried and rose bodily from the grave,
18

 and that His body 

was glorified and is the pattern of the future body of believers.
19

 

C. His ascension and session. I believe that He ascended to Heaven to be at the right hand of 

God
20

 where He presently is the Christianôs High Priest and Advocate before God
21

 and is the 

Head of the Church.
22

 Taken together, His resurrection and ascension to be seated at the right 

hand of God are the seal that God the Father accepted His work.
23

 

D. Other purposes for His coming. I believe that the Lord Jesus came to be the ultimate revela-

                                                
1 Matt. 16:16; John 1:18; 10:36; 17:5 
2 John 3:16-17, 20:21, 1 John 4:10 
3 John 1:14; Luke 2:40; Dan. 7:13; Matt. 16:13; Php. 2:5-8; Heb. 10:5 
4 John 1:1; Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:3, 8; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20. 
5 Matt. 20:28; John 8:40; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5 
6 Rom. 1:3-4 
7
 Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:31-35 

8 Php. 2:5-11 
9 John 17:5 
10 Matt. 20:28 
11 John 6:51; 10:10 
12 Heb. 2:17-18 
13 1 John 2:6 
14 John 1:18 
15 Isa. 53:1-12; John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2 
16 1 Peter 3:18; Heb. 10:5-14 
17 Rom. 3:25-26 
18 Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:1-7; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rev. 1:18 
19 John 20:20; Php. 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2 
20 Luke 24:51; Acts 1:2, 9-11; 7:55-56; Heb. 1:3 
21

 1 Sam. 2:35; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25; 1 John 2:1 
22 Eph. 1:22, 23 
23 Rom. 4:25; Heb. 1:3; 10:12; 12:2 
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tion of God to man
1
 and that He came, in fulfillment of prophecy,

2
 first to Israel as her Messiah-

King,
3
 and that He was rejected of that nation

4
 before giving His life as a ransom for all.

5
 

E. Wrong views. I reject any belief that denies the full deity of Christ (e.g. Arianism), his full 

humanity (e.g. Apollinarianism), his virgin birth, his eternal sonship, his bodily resurrection, and 

his sinlessness. I reject the governmental and moral influence theories of the atonement. 

                                                
1 Deut. 18:15; John 1:18; 14:9; Heb. 1:3 
2 Luke 24:27 
3
 Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Psalm 2:6-9; 45:6-7; 110:1 

4 Matt. 12:24; 21:42; Luke 17:25; John 1:11; Acts 2:23 
5 1 Tim. 2:6, Matt. 20:28 
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Section 6: The Holy Spirit 

A. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Triune God. I believe that He is a Person,
1
 co-equal 

with the Father and Son.
2
 

B. His Present Ministry in the Church Age. I believe that the Holy Spirit convicts the world of 

sin, righteousness, and judgment
3
 and that He restrains evil.

4
 I believe that He is involved in the 

salvation of sinners because He bears witness to Jesus Christ,
5
 baptizes the believer into the body 

of Christ and into union with Christ at the moment of salvation,
6
 by regeneration imparts spiri-

tual life at the new birth,
7
 permanently indwells the believer,

8
 is the seal of divine ownership and 

earnest (down payment) that guarantees the final salvation of the believer.
9
 I believe that His fur-

ther ministry in the life of the Christian includes His filling,
10

 by which He controls the believer 

in proportion to his obedience to Godôs Word and thus produces the fruit of the Spirit.
11

 I believe 

that the Holy Spirit illuminates the meaning of Godôs Word to the believer
12

 and helps him in 

prayer.
13

 I also believe that the Holy Spirit gives gifts to each Christian for service in the 

church
14

 (to be discussed further in Section 14: Spiritual Gifts). 

C. His Old Testament Ministry. The Spirit was involved as a member of the Triune God in the 

creation of the world.
15

 The Spirit gave special abilities to some for artistic work
16

 and for lea-

dership roles (the theocratic anointing).
17

 He was active in all regenerate people for the purposes 

of their sanctification.
18

 He was involved in prophetic revelation
19

 and the inspiration of the Old 

Testament Scriptures.
20

 There was no baptizing ministry of the Spirit in the Old Testament. 

D. Wrong views. I reject any belief that denies the full deity and personality of the Holy Spirit. 

                                                
1 2 Sam. 23:2-3; John 16:7-8; Acts 5:3; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19; 1 Tim. 4:1; Acts 13:2, 28:25 
2 Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Jude 20-21 
3 John 16:8-11 
4
 Gen. 6:3; 2 Thess. 2:7. 

5 John 15:26; 16:14-15 
6 1 Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:27 
7 John 3:3, 5; Titus 3:5 
8 John 7:37-39; 14:16; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19 
9 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30 
10 Eph. 5:18 
11 John 15:16; Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 5:9; Col. 1:10 
12 1 Cor. 2:10-12; 1 John 2:20, 27 
13 Rom. 8:26-27 
14 1 Cor. 12:7 
15 Gen. 1:2 
16 Exodus 28:3; 31:1-3; 35:30-35; 36:1-2 
17 Gen. 41:38; Num. 11:17; 27:18; 1 Sam. 16:13-14 
18

 Prov. 1:23 
19 Num. 24:2-3; 2 Sam. 23:2 
20 2 Peter 1:19-21 
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Section 7: Creation 

A. Literal creation. I believe that the universe was directly created by God,
1
 in a voluntary act 

whereby for his own glory
2
 and according to His eternal counsel,

3
 He gave existence to all things 

in distinction from Himself. This creation was ex nihilo, out of nothing,
4
 and took place in six 

successive 24-hour days.
5
 The original creation was pronounced to be perfectly good.

6
 

B. Recent creation. The Biblical text, literally interpreted, does not allow for creation to have 

been more than about 10,000 years ago; therefore, I believe in the young earth view of creation. 

C. Species. The creation of land, air, and sea animals and plant life is repeatedly said to be ñac-

cording to their own kind.ò
7
 The Scriptures support the notion that God created a number of 

kinds (or, loosely speaking, species) and that there are fixed boundaries beyond which these 

kinds may not go by inter-breeding or macro-evolution. 

D. Wrong views. I reject all explanations of creation by theistic or atheistic evolution, the day-

age theory, the gap theory, and the framework hypothesis. 

                                                
1 Psalm 33:6, 9; 90:2; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 8:6 
2 Rev. 4:11; Psalm 19:1-6 
3 Eph. 1:11 
4 Heb. 11:3 
5
 Gen. 2:2; Exod. 20:11, 31:17 

6 Gen. 1:31 
7 Gen. 1:11, 12, 21, 24-25 



 15 

Section 8: Man 

A. The Creation of Man. I believe that man was originally and immediately created in the image 

and after the likeness
1
 of God on the sixth day of the creation week,

2
 and that He was originally 

in a state of sinlessness or innocence.
3
 

B. Constitution of Man. Man is a soul or living being, the union of material and immaterial 

parts.
4
 The material is the body, from the dust of the ground. The immaterial is primarily spirit, 

and can be classified in several parts, such as heart, mind, soul, and spirit. At death, the material 

and immaterial are separated.
5
 At the resurrection, these parts will be reunited.

6
 All people have 

descended from Adam and Eve so that the human race is unified
7
 and receive their material and 

immaterial parts from their parents.
8
 

C. The Fall. I believe that Adam fell by freely choosing to disobey Godôs command,
9
 thus caus-

ing sin and death to enter into the world.
10

 I believe that as a consequence of his sin, man lost his 

spiritual life immediately, becoming dead in trespasses and sins,
11

 and became subject to physi-

cal death
12

 and the power of Satan.
13

 The image of God in man was thus marred after the fall, but 

is not totally erased.
14

 The image itself is the personal, spiritual, and moral likeness of man to 

God, rather than a functional or relational likeness to God. 

D. Extent of Sin and Individual Depravity. I believe that this spiritual death and the consequent 

moral and spiritual corruption of human nature has been transmitted to the entire human race,
15

 

the Man Christ Jesus alone being excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the 

world with a nature which not only possesses no spark of divine life,
16

 but is essentially and un-

changeably bad apart from divine grace, destitute of any moral good, and utterly unable to merit 

Godôs favor or contribute to his salvation.
17

 This is called depravity. It is total in the sense that it 

affects every aspect of manôs being: mind,
18

 will,
19

 heart,
20

 body,
1
 mouth,

2
 affections,

3
 etc. Man 

                                                
1 Gen. 1:26-27; 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9 
2 Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7-25; 1 Tim. 2:13 
3 Gen. 1:31; Eccl. 7:29 
4
 Gen. 2:7; 1 Thess. 5:23 

5 Matt. 10:28; James 2:26; Gen. 35:18 
6 Compare 1 Thess. 4:14 and 4:16; Php. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:49 
7 Acts 17:26 
8 Gen. 5:1, 3 
9 Gen. 3:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:14 
10 Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21 
11 Gen. 2:17; John 6:53; Eph. 2:1-3 
12 Heb. 9:27; Rom. 6:23; Gen. 5:58, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31 
13 Matt. 13:38; Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13; 1 John 3:8; 5:19 
14 Gen. 5:1, 3; Gen. 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9 
15 1 Kings 8:46; Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 3:9-18; 5:19; 1 Cor. 15:22 
16 Psalm 51:5; 58:3 
17 Isa. 64:6; Matt. 19:25-26; Rom. 4:5-6; 5:6; 8:7; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5 
18

 Eph. 4:17-19 
19 John 5:40; 8:34; 1 Peter 4:3 
20 Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:21-23; Rom. 1:24; Eph. 4:18 
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is therefore a slave
4
 to sin, is Godôs enemy

5
 and is under Godôs wrath

6
 and condemnation be-

cause of His guilt.
7
 All men, including true Christians, have a sin nature and do commit sin,

8
 

though the effects of total depravity are mitigated by the new birth.
9
 

E. Wrong views. I reject the view that man is basically good, and the views that man is only spi-

ritually weak or sick. I reject the view that man has inherent ability to make a decision for Chr-

ist
10

 or that he, unaided, seeks after God.
11

 

                                                
1 Rom. 8:10 
2 Rom. 3:14 
3 John 3:19 
4 John 8:34; Rom. 6:6, 20; Titus 3:3 
5 Rom. 8:6-7; Col. 1:21 
6 John 3:36; Rom. 1:18; Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6 
7 Rom. 3:19; 5:16, 18 
8 1 John 1:8, 10 
9
 2 Cor. 5:17 

10 John 6:44 
11 Rom. 3:11 
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Section 9: Sin 

A. Definition. Sin is any lack of conformity to the moral law of God,
1
 either in act,

2
 disposition,

3
 

or state.
4
 As such, it can be described as unrighteousness, that is, as a lack of conformity to 

Godôs holy standard,
5
 and manifests itself in pride,

6
 selfishness,

7
 a deep-seated desire for self-

autonomy,
8
 idolatry,

9
 and a lack of love for God.

10
 

B. Origin of Sin. I believe that though sin was included in the decree of God, He is in no sense 

the author of sin.
11

 Sin originated after the initial creation, for it was perfectly good.
12

 Satan is 

the ultimate originator of sin.
13

 Adam is responsible for bringing sin into the human race.
14

 

C. Imputed Sin. I believe that the first sin of Adam is reckoned immediately to every human be-

ing. This is effected when the person comes into existence, i.e. at conception. Because of Adamôs 

representative position over the whole race, every person is guilty before God as a member of the 

now sinful race.
15

 

D. Sin Nature. I believe that in addition to the problem of imputed sin, every individual inherits 

the sin nature mediately from his parents. In other words, two sinners beget a sinner.
16

 

E. Personal Sin. I believe that every individual commits sin, either by committing something that 

should not be done, or not doing something that ought to be done.
17

 These sins may be of varying 

levels of severity as far as their consequences to others and to oneself, but all are worthy of 

death.
18

 

F. Results of Sin. When Adam sinned, death was brought into the world.
19

 This death is both 

physical
20

 and spiritual.
21

 At physical death, oneôs spiritual fate is sealed, and for the wicked, this 

                                                
1 1 John 3:4 
2 Rom. 4:7 
3 Matt. 15:19 (thoughts); Ex. 20:17 (coveting); Lev. 19:17 (hate); Matt. 5:27-29 (lust) 
4 Psalm 19:12-13, 51:5 
5
 1 John 5:17 

6 Isa. 14:12-14 
7 Php. 2:21 
8 Isa. 53:6 
9 Rom. 1:21-23 
10 Deut. 6:4-5 
11 James 1:13; 1 John 1:5 
12 Gen. 1:31 
13 Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:11-16; 1 John 3:8 
14 Rom. 5:12 
15 Rom. 5:12-21 
16 Gen. 5:3; Psalm 51:5, 58:3; 1 John 1:8 
17 1 John 1:10; Rom. 3:23. I allow for the possible exception of irresponsible people such as very young infants. 
18 Rom. 6:23 
19

 Rom. 5:12; 6:23 
20 Gen. 3:19 
21 Eph. 2:1 
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spiritual death is finalized in the second death.
1
 

G. Wrong views. I reject the view that sin is learned (rather, it is inherent), and the view that sin 

resides solely in the flesh (a Gnostic-type heresy). Sin cannot be divided into categories of ñcon-

sciousò and ñunconsciousò sins as in the view that man can become perfect in this life. There 

may be sins that we do not yet realize in our own lives,
2
 but these are no less cause for guilt or 

need for salvation and cleansing than the sins we know about. 

                                                
1 Rev. 20:14-15 
2 Psalm 19:12, 139:23-24 
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Section 10: Salvation 

A. Only through Christ. I believe in the salvation of sinners through Jesus of Nazareth, the Son 

of God, who is the only Savior of men
1
 by virtue of His shed blood,

2
 i.e. His substitutionary 

death for sinners.
3
 

B. By grace through faith. I believe that salvation is completely dependent on the grace of God,
4
 

is a free gift of God
5
 that man cannot earn or merit in any way,

6
 is applied by the work of the Ho-

ly Spirit using the instrumentality of the Word of God,
7
 and is appropriated in this age by con-

scious repentance
8
 and faith

9
 in the resurrected Son of God.

10
 I believe that repentance is a vital 

part of believing.
11

 True Christian faith may be further described as that faith which is submis-

sive
12

 and obedient,
13

 including a fundamental shift in oneôs intellect, emotion, and will away 

from sin and toward Christ.
14

 

No other acts, such as confession, baptism, prayer, faithful service, moral reform, conformity to a 

law code, or any so-called ñsacramentsò are to be added to or taken instead of belief as a condi-

tion of salvation.
15

 

C. Results of Salvation. I believe that in the present age, salvation includes that the believer is 

called,
16

 regenerated,
17

 Spirit-baptized into union with Christ and into the body of Christ,
18

 justi-

fied,
19

 forgiven his sin,
20

 restored to favor with God through Christôs righteousness,
21

 adopted,
22

 

sanctified,
23

 and glorified.
24

 I believe that when an unregenerate person exercises faith in Christ 

he passes immediately out of spiritual death into spiritual life,
25

 and from the old creation into 

                                                
1 John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5 
2 Lev. 17:11; Matt. 26:28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:8-10; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:14-15, 22; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
3 Isa. 53:4-6, 8, 11-12; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:20; 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24 
4 John 6:65; Acts 15:11; Rom. 4:16; 5:15; Eph. 2:8; Titus 2:11 
5 Rom. 5:15-17; 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9 
6 Rom. 5:6; Eph. 2:9; Titus 3:5 
7 John 16:8-11; Eph. 5:26; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23 
8 Acts 3:19; 20:21; 26:20 
9
 Acts 20:21; Rom. 4:5, 16; Eph. 2:8-9 

10 John 11:27; 20:31; Acts 8:37; 16:31; Rom. 10:9-10; 1 John 5:13 
11 1 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 6:1 
12 Prov. 1:7 
13 John 3:36; Acts 6:7; 17:30 
14 1 Cor. 15:3-4; James 2:19; John 7:17; Matt. 13:23; 1 Thess. 1:9 
15 John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 6:29; Rom. 1:16, 17; 3:22, 26; 4:5; 10:4; Gal. 3:22 
16 John 5:25; Rom. 8:28, 30; 1 Cor. 1:9, 24; 2 Thess. 2:14; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 1:9 
17 John 1:13; 5:25; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3, 23 
18 Rom. 6:3-10; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27-28; Col. 2:11-12 
19 Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:28; 4:1-8, 25; 5:1, 9, 18-19; Gal. 2:16-17; 3:24; Titus 3:7 
20 Acts 10:43; Eph. 1:7; 4:32; Col. 1:14; 2:13; 1 John 2:12 
21 1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21 
22 Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5 
23

 1Cor. 1:2, 30; 6:11; Heb. 10:10, 14 
24 Rom. 8:30 
25 John 5:24 



 20 

the new.
1
 Though the saved one may have occasion to grow in the realization of his blessings

2
 

and to know a fuller measure of divine power through the yielding of his life more fully to God, 

he is, as soon as he is saved, in possession of every spiritual blessing
3
 and complete in Christ,

4
 

and must not seek a so-called ñsecond blessing,ò or a ñsecond work of grace.ò 

D. Eternal Security. I believe that the salvation God provides is eternally secure. This security is 

based upon His eternal purpose,
5
 His nature and promises,

6
 the nature of the new birth itself,

7
 the 

finished work of Christ,
8
 the intercessory work of Christ,

9
 the sealing and earnest (down pay-

ment) ministries of the Holy Spirit,
10

 the fact that salvation is a gift,
11

 and upon the permanent 

and unilateral nature of Godôs works listed above in the section on Results of Salvation. This 

eternal security guarantees the final salvation of every true believer.
12

 

E. Perseverance. I believe that the genuine believer, based on Godôs work in him
13

 and his re-

sponsible participation,
14

 will continue in the faith and Christian life until he meets the Lord, this 

continuation demonstrating the fruit of salvation in his life.
15

 Particularly, this will be evidenced 

in the believerôs continuance in personal faith, in sound doctrine, and in good works.
16

 I believe 

that God cannot overlook the sin of His children, and He will, when they persistently sin, chasten 

them
17

 and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them and keep them for-

ever, apart from all human merit, He, Who cannot fail, will in the end present every one of them 

faultless before the presence of His glory
18

 and conformed to the image of His Son.
19

 

F. Assurance. I believe it is the privilege of all who are born again to be assured of their salvation 

from the day they take Him to be their Savior;
20

 and that this assurance is not founded upon their 

own worthiness or fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God regarding the finished work of 

Christ, and His work in them as revealed in the Word.
21

 Assurance is a subjective experience 

mediated primarily through the word of God. It is also mediated through the internal testifying 

work of the Holy Spirit.
22

 Finally, it can be enhanced or undermined depending on the believerôs 

                                                
1 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Col. 3:9-10 
2 Col. 1:10; 2 Peter 3:18 
3 1 Cor. 3:21; Eph. 1:3; 2 Peter 1:3 
4 Col. 2:10 
5 Eph. 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9 
6
 Rom. 11:29; Heb. 6:17-18 

7 John 3:3-4 
8 John 19:30; 1 John 2:2 
9 Heb. 7:25 
10 Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5 
11 Eph. 2:8-9 
12 John 5:24; 6:39; 10:27-30; Rom. 8:29-30, 35-39; 1 Cor. 1:8-9 
13 Php. 1:6; 2:13 
14 Php. 2:12 
15 1 Cor. 15:2; Col. 1:23; Heb. 3:14; 1 John 2:19; 5:14 
16 Jude 21; Col. 1:22-23; Eph. 2:10 
17 Heb. 12:5-11 
18 John 17:11; Jude 24 
19 Rom. 8:29 
20

 Luke 10:20; 1 John 5:13 (within context of 1 John); 2 Cor. 5:1, 6-8; 2 Tim. 1:12; Heb. 10:22 
21 Php. 1:6; Php. 2:13 
22 Rom. 8:14-17 
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ñwalk,ò i.e. perseverance at any given point of time.
1
 

G. Wrong views. I reject any view that suggests there are alternate ways to salvation. I reject the 

view that a manôs response to whatever truth he has is sufficient before God to result in salva-

tion. I reject the view that salvation is possible apart from the proclamation and understanding of 

the written Word of God.
2
 I reject the view of repentance that says that repentance only has to do 

with oneôs view of Christ and does not have to do with oneôs sin in general. I reject the view that 

says saving faith comprehends only the facts of the gospel with no commitment or emotional ac-

ceptance. I reject the view that true saving faith can be held at one time but later denied by a true 

believer. I reject the ñunconscious faithò view of salvation. 

                                                
1 Psalm 51:12 
2 Rom. 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23 
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Section 11: Sanctification 

I believe that sanctification, which is a setting apart toward God, is threefold: 

A. Positional Sanctification. I believe there is a positional sanctification that is already complete 

for every saved person or ñsaintò because his standing before God is the same as Christôs. Since 

the believer is in Christ, he is set apart to God in the same measure as Christ is.
1
 

B. Progressive Sanctification. I believe, however, that the saint retains his sin nature,
2
 which is 

the set of attributes in the life of the believer that cause tendencies to sin. This sinful nature is in 

conflict
3
 with the spiritual nature, which is a set of righteous attributes, tendencies, and desires 

for holiness which were given to the believer at the new birth and are nurtured by the Holy Spi-

rit.
4
 The sinful nature must be kept, through the power of the Holy Spirit,

5
 constantly in subjec-

tion to Christ, or it will surely manifest its presence in our lives to the dishonor of our Lord. 

Therefore, while the standing of the Christian in Christ is perfect, his present state leaves some-

thing to be desired. Progressive sanctification is the Christianôs growth in grace and transforma-

tion by the power of the Spirit to be progressively brought into conformity to the image of Christ 

and to thus to commit less sin.
6
 This is possible because, though the sin nature is still present, the 

ruling power of it over the believer is broken.
7
 Sanctification is related to initial salvation in that 

it is inevitable but not automatic, i.e. it requires responsible participation.
8
 Means to this end are 

provided in the Word of God,
9
 prayer,

10
 faith,

11
 obedience,

12
 self-denial,

13
 active resistance 

against sin and Satan,
14

 and mutual edification, exhortation, and encouragement among the 

saints.
15

 

C. Ultimate Sanctification. I believe that the child of God will yet be fully sanctified in his state 

as he is now sanctified in his standing in Christ, when he shall see his Lord and shall be ñlike 

Him,ò sin being eliminated from his experience. This is called ultimate sanctification.
16

 

D. Wrong views. I reject the perfectionist view that ñperfect sanctificationò is possible in this 

life. I reject the view that there can be ñcarnalò Christians who never progress in holiness. I reject 

the view that sanctification begins at a crisis experience some time after salvation. 

                                                
1 Acts 26:18; 1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; Heb. 10:10. 
2 Rom. 7:18 
3 Rom. 7:22-23; 8:12-13; Gal. 5:16-23 
4 2 Peter 1:4 
5 Rom. 8:13 
6 John 13:10; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Thess. 5:23; Rom. 8:29; 1 John 3:5-9; Heb. 10:14 
7 Rom. 6:6, 17, 22 
8 Php. 1:6; 2:12-13 
9 Psalm 119:9-11; John 17:17; 1 Peter 2:2 
10 Mark 14:38; Jude 20-21 
11 Rom. 6:11 
12 Rom. 6:12-13; 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 7:1; James 4:7-8 
13 Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; Titus 2:12; 1 Peter 1:14-16 
14

 1 Cor. 6:18; James 4:7; Heb. 12:1; 1 John 3:3; Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Peter 5:9 
15 Rom. 15:14; Col. 3:16; Heb. 3:13; 10:24-25 
16 Php. 3:21; 1 Thess. 3:12-13; 1 John 3:2; Jude 24; Eph. 5:25-27 
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Section 12: The Church 

A. The Universal Church. I believe that the church is the Body of Christ, of which Christ is the 

Head,
1
 and that it is an organism composed of genuine believers in Jesus Christ, the total number 

of Spirit-baptized believers of this age, i.e. between Pentecost
2
 and the Rapture of the Church.

3
 

The Church is distinct from Israel.
4
 All who are united to Christ are members of the church, 

which is His bride,
5
 whether Jews or Gentiles,

6
 regardless of membership in any local church.

7
 

B. The Local Organized Church. I believe that a local church is the visible expression of the 

body of Christ in a particular time and place,
8
 an organized body of baptized believers

9
 sharing a 

common faith,
10

 observing the two ordinances of baptism and communion,
11

 meeting at regular 

and stated times for worship,
12

 preaching and teaching,
13

 fellowship, prayer,
14

 and mutual edifi-

cation, exhortation, and encouragement,
15

 carrying out the Great Commission,
16

 and whose of-

fices are pastor
17

 (also known as an elder
18

 or bishop
19

) and deacon.
20

 I believe that the local 

church is an autonomous body solely responsible to preserve its internal unity and love,
21

 main-

tain pure doctrine and practice,
22

 elect its own officers and messengers,
23

 settle its own internal 

affairs,
24

 and determine the extent of its cooperation with other churches.
25

 I believe that the lo-

cal church is Godôs ordained instrument for His work and witness in this age.
26

 

                                                
1 Eph. 1:20-23; 5:23; Col. 1:18, 24 
2 Matt. 16:16-18; cp. Acts 1:5, 2:3-4, and 11:15 
3 1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:11-22; 1 Thess. 4:16-17 
4 1 Cor. 10:32; see Section 2: Dispensationalism 
5 Eph. 5:23-32; Rev. 19:7-9 
6 Rom. 1:16; 10:12; Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11 
7 This is saying that one need not be a member of a local church to be in the universal church, i.e. that church mem-
bership is not necessary for salvation. Of course, believers should join a local assembly. Saints that have gone on to 

be with the Lord would fit this category too, since they are part of the universal church but not part of any local 

church. 
8 Acts 13:1; Rom. 16:1, 5; 1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; Phlm. 2 
9 Acts 28:19; Acts 2:41, 47. It is not Biblical to have ñhalf-membersò or unregenerate members. 
10

 Acts 2:42; 2 Thess. 3:6; Jude 3 
11 Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:17-34 
12 Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Heb. 10:25 
13 Acts 11:26; 2 Tim. 4:1-2 
14 Acts 2:42-47 
15 1 Cor. 14:12; Col. 3:15-16; Heb. 10:24-25 
16 Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 14:21; 2 Cor. 5:18-20 
17 Acts 20:17, 28; Eph. 4:11; Php. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1 
18 Acts 14:23 
19 1 Tim. 3:1-2; Titus 1:7 
20 Acts 6:1-6; Php. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8-13 
21 Rom. 12:5; Rom. 12:16; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 4:3, 25; Php. 4:2; Col. 3:14; 1 Peter 1:22 
22 1 Tim. 3:15; Jude 3; Rev. 2-3 
23 Acts 11:22; 13:2-3; 15:3-4, 22; 1 Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:19 
24

 Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:4-5, 12; 6:1-5; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14 
25 Acts 15:2-32; 2 Cor. 8:19 
26 1 Tim. 3:15 
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C. Relationship of the Church to the Kingdom. The Church is distinct from both the universal
1
 

and mediatorial
2
 aspects of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is the political, spiritual, 

ecclesiastical, economic, physical and ethical arrangement that God established over Israel at Si-

nai, that went into declension during the latter part of Old Testament history, that was offered to 

the nation of Israel by the Lord Jesus Christ at His first advent,
3
 that was deferred after being re-

jected by Israel,
4
 and that will be yet established in the millennial age with the Lord Jesus Christ 

ruling over it.
5
 Because the church enjoys many benefits that will be more widely evident during 

the future kingdom,
6
 the terms kingdom and church are often used interchangeably in informal 

usage. It is more accurate, however, to say that Church saints are citizens of,
7
 and will be co-

rulers in,
8
 the future millennial kingdom. As such, certain New Testament texts refer to the of-

fered kingdom and requirements for entrance into it
9
 without specifying that the kingdom will go 

into eclipse during the present Church age. The requirements for entering the Church are the 

same as for entrance into the kingdom (in short, regeneration). Other texts specify the present 

believerôs relationship to the kingdom and the proper ethic in light of the kingdomôs certain 

eschatological arrival.
10

 Yet other texts teach us that we are still awaiting the arrival of the king-

dom; these texts are definitive in teaching that the kingdom has not yet come.
11

 It is in abeyance 

as long as the king is absent.
12

 

D. Relationship of the Church to the State. The Church is also distinct from the government. 

Each has its realm of operation; this is the so-called ñseparation of church and state.ò
13

 The gov-

ernment is responsible before God to restrain sin and effect an orderly society.
14

 It is not to dic-

tate particular religious beliefs or matters of conscience. This is the right and privilege the indi-

vidual and his association with the church of his choosing. The Church is to be subject to the au-

thority of the government, when that authority is properly exercised.
15

 

E. Summary. I believe the Baptist distinctives of biblical authority, autonomy of the local church, 

the priesthood of the believer, the two ordinances of baptism and communion, individual soul 

liberty, a saved church membership, two offices of pastor and deacon, and the separation of 

church and state.
16

 

                                                
1 Ps. 103:19 
2 Matt. 6:10 
3
 Matt. 4:17 

4 Matt. 21:43; 23:37-39 
5 Matt. 25:31; Rev. 20:1-7 
6 Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-13. Note that Christians partake in a pre-fulfillment installment of blessings similar but not 

identical to those of the future kingdom age. 
7 Matt. 13:38 (ñsons of the kingdomò); as in Php. 3:20 where believers are citizens of heaven yet not in heaven, so 
believers are citizens of the kingdom, yet not in the kingdom per se. 
8 Rev. 20:4a; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:27, 3:21; 1 Cor. 6:3 
9 John 3:3, 5; this is analogous to Matt. 5:20. 
10 Acts 8:12, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23, 31; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20, 15:24; Col. 1:13, 4:11; 1 Thess. 2:12; Heb. 12:28 
11 Acts 1:6, 14:22; 1 Cor. 6:9-10, 15:50; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5; 2 Thess. 1:5; 2 Tim. 4:1, 4:18; James 2:5; 2 Peter 1:11; 

Rev. 12:10 
12 Matt. 23:39 
13 Matt. 22:21 
14

 Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:14 
15 Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-15; Acts 5:29 
16 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Matt. 18:17, 1 Peter 2:9, Acts 2:41-42, Acts 5:29, Acts 2:47, 1 Tim. 3:1-13, Matt. 22:21 
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Section 13: Separation 

A. Background. The doctrine of separation is grounded in the character of God. Holiness has the 

basic idea of separation or apartness. God is holy in that He is separate or apart from all that is 

created and finite
1
 and from all that is sinful or morally unclean,

2
 and He demands that His 

people be holy or separated.
3
 God constituted the nation of Israel a holy people who were to be 

separated from the customs and practices of the surrounding heathen
4
 and commands the same 

for the Church today.
5
 

B. Personal Separation. I believe that God commands His people today to be personally sepa-

rated from the world
6
 and from worldly associations.

7
 The world is the temporary system

8
 of evil 

led by Satan,
9
 organized against God and His will,

10
 that has its own philosophies, religions,

11
 

goals, lifestyles, amusements, habits, and practices.
12

 Positively, Christians should live in such a 

manner as not to bring reproach upon our Lord.
13

 

C. Ecclesiastical Separation. I believe that Christians should practice ecclesiastical separation, 

which is the refusal to collaborate with a church, ecclesiastical organization, or religious leader 

which does not hold to the fundamental, cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith,
14

 and a like re-

fusal concerning those who maintain connections or are content to walk with those who do not 

hold to the fundamental, cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith.
15

 

D. Wrong views. I reject the notion that Christian love outweighs the need to separate from dis-

obedient brothers. I reject the new-evangelical view that separatism is to be repudiated, for if it 

is, there is no basis for protecting against the encroachment of false teaching. 

                                                
1 Psalm 99:1-3; Isa. 57:15 
2 Isa. 6:3, 5; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 Peter 1:15; 1 John 1:5 
3 Matt. 5:48; Rom. 12:1; Eph. 1:4; 1 Peter 1:15-16; 1 John 2:1 
4 Exod. 19:5-6; Lev. 20:24-26; Deut. 7:1-6; Psalm 135:4 
5 1 Peter 2:9-10; Titus 2:14 
6 Rom. 12:1-2; 13:14; Eph. 5:11; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15 
7 2 Cor. 6:14; 7:1; 2 John 9-11 
8 1 John 2:17 
9 John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 John 5:19 
10 John 7:7; 15:18; James 4:4 
11 2 Tim. 3:1-5 
12 1 John 2:16 
13

 Rom. 2:24; 1 Tim. 6:1; Titus 2:5; 2 Peter 2:2; 1 Tim. 6:3-5; 2 Tim. 2:16-21; Titus 3:10-11; 2 John 9-11; Rev. 2:14 
14 Matt. 7:15; Rom. 16:17-18; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Gal. 1:8-9 
15 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15 
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Section 14: Spiritual Gifts 

A. Definition and Scope. I believe that a spiritual gift is an ability or capacity to serve the Lord. I 

believe that these gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are saved. While there 

is a diversity of gifts, each believer is energized by the same Spirit, and each is called to his own 

divinely appointed service as the Spirit wills.
1
 Gifts are given for the common good of the 

church, the edification of the church, and the ministry of the church.
2
 

B. Temporary Gifts. I believe that some gifts of the Holy Spirit such as speaking in tongues, in-

terpretation of tongues, prophecy, and miraculous healings were temporary and gradually ceased 

as the New Testament Scriptures were completed and their authority became established.
3
 Mira-

culous gifts were given for the attestation or accreditation of Godôs messengers and their new 

revelation for the church age.
4
 These gifts were foundational and transitional, serving the church 

in its infancy and immature stage, and are no longer necessary.
5
 I believe that speaking in ton-

gues was never the common or necessary sign of the baptism nor of the filling of the Spirit,
6
 and 

that the deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the consummation of our salvation 

in the resurrection.
7
 

C. Permanent Gifts. I believe that other spiritual gifts are available to the saint today, such as 

ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, administration, and evangelism.
8
 

D. Gifted Men. I believe spiritually-gifted men are given by Jesus Christ to the institution of the 

local church. In the apostolic era these included apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers, who were appointed by God for perfecting of the saints to their work of the ministry. I 

believe also that today some men are especially called of God to be evangelists, and pastors and 

teachers to the same end. These men have one or more spiritual gifts, and are given by God to 

this special calling for the benefit of the church.
9
 

E. Wrong views. I reject the view that certain spiritual gifts (such as tongues) must be exercised 

as proof of salvation, or before someone can know they are saved. I reject the present-day prac-

tice of tongues and any other gifts that are supposedly revelatory. 

                                                
1 Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 18, 28-31; 1 Peter 4:10 
2 1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Cor. 14:12; Eph. 4:11-12 
3 1 Cor. 13:8-12 
4 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4 
5 Eph. 2:20 
6 Acts 4:8, 31 
7
 Rom. 8:23 

8 Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:11 
9 Eph. 4:11-13 
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Section 15: The Ordinances of the Church 

I believe that water baptism and the Lordôs Supper are the only ordinances of the church. 

A. Definition of an Ordinance. A church ordinance is an outward rite appointed by Christ as vis-

ible signs of the saving truth of the gospel. As such, an ordinance must 1) be authorized specifi-

cally by the Lord Jesus Christ; 2) must symbolize a saving truth of the gospel; 3) must be com-

manded for the church to perpetuate in the gospels or epistles; and 4) be seen in the historical 

church in Acts. Therefore, rites other than baptism or the Lordôs supper, such as foot-washing, 

do not qualify as ordinances. 

B. Water Baptism. I believe that only born-again believers are candidates for Scriptural water 

baptism
1
 and that immersion is the mode of baptism. While I hold to the importance and practice 

of the ordinance of baptism,
2
 I neither include it as a part nor hold it on the same plane of impor-

tance as the gospel of redeeming grace in Christ.
3
 It is simply the public testimony of the believer 

to his new birth and participation in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 

C. The Lordôs Table. I believe in the memorial significance of the Lordôs Supper,
4
 and, again, I 

do not hold it on the same plane of importance as the gospel. I believe that the Lordôs Table is to 

be observed frequently
5
 by the church until the Lord returns

6
 and that its observance in the 

church has a disciplinary function
7
 and is a picture of the unity and fellowship of the church with 

Christ.
8
 

D. Wrong views. I reject pedo-baptism because it does not have any ground in Scripture. Bapt-

ism is not a ñsign of the covenantò as if it were a replacement of circumcision for infants. 

                                                
1 Acts 16:31-33; 18:8 
2 Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:41; 10:47-48; 16:14-15; 19:5 
3 1 Cor. 1:10-17 
4 Matt. 26:26-30; Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Cor. 11:17-33 
5 Acts 2:42, 46; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:25 
6
 1 Cor. 11:26 

7 1 Cor. 11:27-32 
8 1 Cor. 10:16-22 
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Section 16: Angels, Satan, and Demons 

A. Origin of Angels, Satan, and Demons. I believe that within the six days of creation, God 

created an innumerable company of spiritual beings known as angels.
1
 One, ñLucifer, son of the 

morning,ò the highest in rank sinned through pride,
2
 thereby becoming Satan, the king

3
 of a great 

company of the angels who followed him in his moral fall.
4
 Some of these became demons and 

are active as his agents and associates in the prosecution of his unholy purposes, while others 

who fell are imprisoned, awaiting judgment.
5
 

B. Unfallen or Holy Angels. I believe that a great company of angels kept their holy estate
6
 and 

are before the throne of God,
7
 from where they are sent forth as ministers of God for believers.

8
 

C. Satanôs Character and Activity. I believe in the reality of Satan as a distinct personality,
9
 who 

originated sin and, under the permission of God, he, through subtlety, led our first parents into 

transgression, thereby accomplishing their moral fall.
10

 He unsuccessfully tried to do the same 

with Jesus Christ.
11

 Satan is the god of this world,
12

 the archenemy of God and believers,
13

 

whose purpose is to thwart the counsel of God,
14

 accuse, oppose, and persecute believers,
15

 prop-

agate false doctrine,
16

 sow counterfeits among believers,
17

 tempt believers to sin,
18

 etc. 

D. Satanôs Future. I believe that Satan was judged at the cross,
19

 though not then punished, and 

that he will be cast down to earth during the Tribulation,
20

 bound and cast into the abyss for one 

thousand years at the second coming of Christ,
21

 after which he will be released, deceive the na-

tions, and incite rebellion against God.
22

 Then he will be cast into Hell, where he will be tor-

mented for ever as the execution of his punishment.
23

 

                                                
1 Heb. 12:22; Ex. 20:11; Job 38:6-7; Psalm 148:2-5; Col. 1:16; Eph. 6:12 
2 Isa. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:11-19; 1 Tim. 3:6; 2 Thess. 2:4 
3 Matt. 12:24; 25:41; Rev. 9:11 
4 Rev. 12:3, 7, 9 
5 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6 
6 Matt. 25:31; 1 Tim. 5:21; Rev. 14:10 
7
 Luke 15:10; Rev. 7:11-12 

8 Dan. 9:20-23; Heb. 1:14 
9 1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Matt. 4:1-11; 2 Cor. 12:7 
10 Gen. 3:1-19; Rom. 5:12 
11 Matt. 4:1-11 
12 John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; Col. 2:15 
13 Eph. 6:10-12 
14 Gen. 3:4-5; Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5; Matt. 4:1-11; 2 Cor. 11:13-15 
15 Zech. 3:1-2; 1 Peter 5:8; Rev. 12:10; Rev. 2:10 
16 1 Tim. 4:1 
17 Matt. 13:38-39 
18 1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11 
19 John 12:31; 16:11; Heb. 2:14-15 
20 Rev. 12:7-9 
21

 Rev. 20:1-3 
22 Rev. 20:7-9 
23 Gen. 3:15; Rev. 20:10; John 16:11 




