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Preface

This doctrinal statement represents the autho
learned from his teachers has become his fmwnconviction. This is just as it should becA

cording to Paul, fAAnd the things that thou ha
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be abl

room for doctrinal imnovation; rather Biblical truth must be passed on apart frommiiove

There is a strong emphasis upon doctrine (that which is taught) in the Bible. Indeed, it is referred

to in the New Testament over 40 times. Of the first church assembly in Acts cirided that

their new converts fAcontdcrine.ed. &t(ewdfdaB)t. yTher e
primacy of what a man believes was given vital impetus right from the start in the church of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Paul, in writing to Timotlexhorted him again and again about thetenaf
knowabl e and specific doctrine. Consider the
charge some that they teach no othastrine. 6 (1 Ti m. 1:3). Again, Al f
remembrance dhese things, thou shalt be a good ministeesfis Christ, nourished up in the

words of faith and of goodoctrine, wher eunt o t hou has attained. o
Paul exhorts Timothy to devote himselfdoctrine (1 Tim. 4:13, 16). Further,hei t o Ahol d f

the form of sound wordso (2 Ti m. 1:13) . |l ndee
deat h, was to fApreach the Word; be instant in
all longsuffering andloctrine. For the time willcome when they will not endure southokc-

trine ; but after their own lusts shall heap to themselveseacs , having itching e
4:2, 3).

There are always great movements underway to thwart the emphasis upon strong doctrinal
statements. Efforts arconstantly being made to dilute specifics and tosedal any dognta

ism. This is all a part of the modern psetdillectualism which pleads for an open mind and a
relative approach to everything. It is my firm belief that this trenditisedy divorced from the

Word of God. | place a high premium on what a man believes and find support for this conte
tion in the Scriptures. The need of the hour is for strong doctrine: clearly stated, firmly believed,
and soundly practiced. This doctrinal statemaastto fill its role in stisfying that need. To that
end, it will demonstrate that | strongly hold
namely the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture, the virgin birth and deity of Christ, thie subst
tutionary atonement, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the second coming of Christ. Since
these fundamentals are really only an outline of a proper theology, many other doctrines and d
tails of these fundamentals are laid out in the foillgy pages.

Even theform of this statement is not an innovation; it éided from the doctrinal statements

of the Fellavship Bible Church (Ann Arbor, Michigan, formed 1981, which in turn was based on
the doctrinal statement of the Dallas Theological Seminary in Dallass)lard the Detroit

Baptist Theological Seminary (Allen Park, Migan).

This doctrinal statement was used, in an earlier form, for my ordination examination am-Nove
ber 7, 2004 and for my seminary doctrinal examination on April 28, 2005. The only changes
since the latter examination have been revised and additional position statements.



Section 1: The Holy Scriptures

A. Inspiration. | believe that'bjiwhichluBler i ptur e
stand the whole Bible, the 66 books of the &di New Testament canon, is inspired in the

sense that fAholy men of GdtariditveearyavordsofSerid by t
ture wholly without errof.| believe that this divinenspiration extends equally and fully to all

parts of the writhg of the original manuscripts, whether historical, poetic, doctrinal, or prophetic.

This belief is often referred to as verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture. As a result of ¢he sup
rintending work of God in inspiration, the Scriptures possess Divitte@aty, infallibility (cer-

tainty), trustworthiness, and longevityrhey are inerrant (free from error) and tell the truth.

They are profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteo(isHesg.are

the final authority on all magts of faith and practice and whser subject they touch.

B. Preservation. |l believe that the Scripture
care for them. While there is no explicit promise in the Scriptures regdrdimguch presera-

tion would be accomplished, the Bible does mention its own preser¥dfiistorical evidence

shows that God preserved the Bible in the multitude of extant manuscripts, versions, and other
writings. No single copy or translation is today without error. Thgp&rses may not be cant

nuously available at any particular time and pfawer has God guanteed that any single copy

or all copies of the Scriptures will be without copyist errors. Thus, due diligence is required in

their propagatiotf and translatiori* Copies and translations receivspiration and inerrancy

derivatively to the extent that they faithfully reproduce the originals.

C. Relationship of inspiration, preservation, and canonization. | believe that preservation is a ¢
rollary of inspiration ad that those books preserved are the same ones that were inspired. The
illuminating work of the Holy Spirit allowed men to recognize these books and tHestdbem

into the canon, the list of 66 inspired books. Each book that belonged in the carfmnnassre
canonical or had the property of canonicity from its original writing, but canonization refers
more specifically to the process of recognition of the inherent qualities of the book, whether i
mediate or delayed. The canon is closed today, i.eare books will be added to'.

D. Interpretation. | believe that the Bible must be interpreted literally, according to the gramma

12 Tim. 3:16

22 Pet. 1:121

3 Ex. 34:1; 1 Cor. 2:13; Gal. 3:16; Notice that what Moses wrote (Deut. 31:24) was the same as what God wrote
(Hos. 8:12)

“ John 10:35; Acts 1:16; Matt. 5:18, 24:35: 1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Peter2624
® Prov. 30:5;John 17:17

® Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:147

"Isa. 8:20

8 psalm 119:152, 160

92 Kings 22:813

“Rev. 22:1819

' Neh. 8:8

121 Cor. 13:812; Eph. 2:20



ical, contextual, historical method. Figurative passages bear a literal truth of the digated’
There is one interptation of Scripturebut this one interpretation may have mappl&ations.

E. lllumination. Though some portions of the Bible are more difficult than othieesScrptures
canbe interpreted, and the interpreter can arrive at a correct interprdi@atanse of the illum

nating work of the Holy Spirit and the perspicuity (clarity) of the Scriptufe®nly the initial

and ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in illumination can ultimately convey the acceptance of and
confidence in the Scriptur8sThese came bolstered by the witness of history, thesistency of

the Scripture, its maculous contents, etc., but at base, the Bible possessatiasting truth

and authority because of its Source and how it was produced (see above).

F. The Canon. The ligtf books that | believe partake of the aforementioned characteristics are:
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2
Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiagtes, Son
Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John,
Acts, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philipglarisssians, 1 & 2 Theas

lonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, dude, R
velation.

G. Wrong views. | reject any belief that extends miraculous inspiration, inerrancy, peefect pr
servation, or restation to paiitular apographs or translations, since this would require miracles
in the process of copying and translation which are not suggested in the Bible. | rejeci-the add
tion of other books to the canon listed above. | reject the view that new revelatioilablava
today.

! Matt. 16:511

22 Peter 1:20

32 Peter 3:16

41 Cor. 2:916

5 Psalm 19:711, 119:105, 130; 2 Peter 1:19
62 Thess. 2:13; 1 John 2:27; 1 Cor. 2:14, 12



Section 2: Dispensationalism

A. Definition. | believe in the dispensational view of Bible interpretation. | believe that andispe

sationisad i ngui shable economy in the outworking o
view, a dispensatiois a stewadship' by which God administers His purpose on the earth. From
mands point of view, a dispensation establish

there are seven such economic arrangements between God and man which sparohistory fr

start to finish, and that these are called: Innocence, Conscience, Human Governmese,“Pro

Mosaic Law® Grace? and Millennial KingdonT, | believe that three of these dispatitns are

the subject of extended revelation in the Scripture: the diggensf the Mosaic Law, the

present dispensation of grace, and the future dispensation of the millennial kingdom, which is the
cul mination of Goddés work on the eart h-. I bel
mingled or confused.

B. Delinedion. | believe there are four major tenets of dispensational teaching. First,neteilt

purpose of history is to reveal the glory of Gd8lecond, the Scriptures are to beripteted in a
consistently literal fashion according to proper history, gram@nd context, including propthe

ic passages not yet fulfilled. Third, a consistent distinction must be made between Israel (which

is a national, ethnic, and political entity) and the Church (which is a spiritual orgahEmayth,

God has delivered spial revelation to mankind in various ways and in many paftss is

called Aprogressive revelationo andknowmi-pour i n
formation from God)are especially evident at the transition between disgiens.

C. Oneway of salvation. | believe that dispensationsrasewvays of salvation. According to the

eternal pupose of God, salvation is always by grace, through faith, and rests upon the basis of

the shed blood of Christ. Though there is this one way of salMatewvery dispensation, each
successive dispensation has had an increased amount of special revelation, for which the believer
is responsible before God. Thus the conscious content of faith is increased in later dispensations
because of progressive reatébn.

| believe that it has always been t{and that @
that the principle of faith was prevalent in the lives of all the Old Testament saints. However, |

believe that it was historically impossible that thepsld have had as the conscious object of

their faith the incarnate, crucified Son, the Lamb of Gddbelieve that it is evident that they

did not comprehend as is possible today, due to the completed Scriptures, the person and work of

11 Cor. 4:1

2Gen. 12:13; Gal. 3:17; Heb. 6:15; 11:9

® Deut. 5:2; John 1:17

* John 1:17; Rom. 6:14; Heb. 7-12; 8:613

®Eph. 1:10

®Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; Rev. 4:11

"1 Cor. 10:32; Acts 15:148; Rom. 11:286; Matt 23:3739; cp. Gen. 12 and Ex. 19 with Acts 2 (as to different

g)rigin); cp. Eph. 3:3, 9 (as to mystery of Church); cp. Is. 68:5ith Rev. 19:616 (as to different dasties).
Heb. 1:1

° Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:2, 9; Col. 1:25827

OHeb. 11:6

' John 1:29



Christ! | believethat they did not fully understand the redemptive significance of the guiggh
or types concerning the sufiegs of Chris However, | believe that their faith in God and in
His revelation to that point was counted to them for righteoushBsis. faith was inGod him-
self and His revelation, not in the sacrifices, nor in sacrificial sypemnse nor in the typtogy
of the sacrificial system.

| believe that God has always been gracious, regardless of the rgpegshtion, but that man
has not at allimes been under an administration or stewardship of grace as is true in the present
dispensatiofi.In other words, the dispensational approach to the Bible, just because és@mph

es that the present age i s c¢ha6Gaabdsbkbeengdoasd by G
in all ages.
D. Wrong Vviews. I reject tdh e peexntsrag meo miad a cshn, nog

poses either the Lordos Table or watea baptis

tion.? I reject the view that saythat dispensationalism teaches multiple ways of salvatien. | r
ject the extreme teaching that there is no applicability of the teachings of previous dispensations
to our present one.

11 Peter 1:1a2

%1 Peter 1:1412

®Rom. 4:3, 58; Gen. 15:6; Heb. 11:7

* John 1:17; Eph. 3:21; Col. 1:2526

® Exod. 22:27; 34:6; 2 Kings 13:23; 2 Chron. 30:9; Neh. 9:17, 31; Psalm 86:15; 103:8; 111:4; Jonah 4:2
® Acts 2:41, 42; 18:8; 1 Cor. 11:2%



Section 3: The Godhead

A. The Trinity. | believe that there is only otree God', eternally existingin three uncreated
persondi God the FathetGod the Sori,and God the Holy Spirftand that these three, while
being distinct in personalityare one God; having precisely the same essence, nature, attributes,
and perfetions? and are worthy of precisely the same hontagenfidence, andt®dience.

These three peons are cequal and ceeternal.

B. Eternal generation. | believe that the Father, the first person of the Trinity, is such because of
His eternal personal laionship to the Son. The Son of God has always been the Son. This is
often referred to as eternal generation of the ®8anyhich the Father makes common tlie d

vine essence to the Son.

C. Eternal Procession. | believe that the Holy Spirit proceedstferkather and the Son. This is
often referred to as the procession of the Spirit as an explanation of the eternal persomal relatio
ship of the Father and the Son to the Holy Spirih, which God the Father and the Son make the
divine essence common tcetBpirit.

D. Harmony in the Godhead. | believe that each divine Person is involved in the works of the
Godheadf in such a way as to be in total harmony one with andtHartheir relationship one to
another the Son and Spirit may be said téupetionally or economicallysubordinate to thed-
ther!* though they are naintologicallylesser beings than the Father.

E. Wrong views. | reject any views that deny theequiality of the Father Son, and Holy Spirit,
along with any views that suppose an ontologscddordination where the Son or Spirit are
somehow less than the Father as to Their essence. The Son offf@bal cseation, nor was He
adopted or simply declared to be the Son of God at some point of time. The Holy $iréris
energy or force. Ththree persons of the Trinity anet simply different modes of manifession
of God.

! Deut. 6:4; Isa 45:222; Mark 12:29; James 2:19
2 Exod. 3:14; Jer 10:10; Rom. 16:26

3 Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Jude-2a

4 John 4:21, 23; Rom. 15:6

® Matt. 3:17; John 1:1; Rom. 18

 Gen. 1:2; Matt. 1:18; 12:32; Acts 58

72 Sam. 23:38; Psalm 110; Heb. 1:8

8 John 16:15; Acts 5:3

® John 5:23

102 John 3; Isa. 9:6

1 John 14:26, 15:26

Y¢p. Gen. 1:1, 1:2, and Col. 1:16 for one example |
13 John 5:17, 120; 8:29

14 John 14:28; 15:26; 1 Cor. 11:3

n



Section 4: God the Father

A. God the Father is the First Person of the Triune God. | believe that He is the ultimate source
of all things? the creator of all thing$the sustainer of all thingsand the controller of all

things? He is the Father of mankind and creation in a general tatyenters into a speciahf
therhood relatinship with men spiritually through the new biftindwells believers, forgives

their sirs® and aswers their prayers.

B. Attributes or Perfections. | believe that Goah be said to possessh&the following Divine
perfections or attributes: God is Spifitomniscient: omnipresent? omnipotent;? selt

existent:® infinite,* perfect:® wise !’ eternal'® immutable!® incomprehensiblé® holy (tran-
scendent from creation and separate from3iti)yth, ?* love * righteousness and justié&faith-
fulness? mercy?® and gracé’ As spirit, God is living? incorporeaf?? invisible *° and possesses
intelligence®! emotion®® and will *

C. Predestination and Election. | believe that God has predestinated or decreed His eternal plan,

11Cor. 86

2Eph. 3:9, Rev. 4:11

% Neh. 9:6, Psalm 104:122

4 Psalm 103:19, 148:8, Prov. 19:21; Dan. 4:35; 1 Cor. 10:13; Rom. 11:36
® Acts 17:29; Eph. 4:6

6 John 1:12; Gal. 3:26; 4:6

"1 Cor. 6:19

81 John 1.9

° John 15:7; 15:16; 16:23; 1 John 5:1%

10 30hn 4:24

1 psalm 139:%; 1 John 3:20

12 psalm 139:710

13 Jer. 32:17; Dan. 4:17; Rev. 7:12, 11:17, 15:8, 16:9

14 Exod. 3:14; John 5:26

151 Kings 8:27; Jer. 23:234; Psalm 147:5

18 Matt. 5:48; Psalm 18:30; 2 Chron. 19:7

" Dan. 2:20; Rom. 11:33; 16:27; Pré&:6

18 psalm 90:12; 102:1112; Deut. 33:27; Isa. 9:6

19 Mal. 3:6; James 1:17

2|53, 55:9; Psalm 139:6; Rom. 11:34

2l1sa. 6:15, 57:15; 1 Peter 1:156; 1 John 1:5

22 Rom. 3:4; 2 Chron. 15:3; Jer. 10:10; John 17:3; 1 Thess. 1:9; Titus 1:2; John 14:6; 1U6{262127
21 John 4:8, 16; John 3:16; Isa. 63:9

% Deut. 32:4; Psalm 11:7, 89:14, 145:17; Rom. 3:26, 2:6 (including that God rewards the righteous, Heb. 6:10, and
punishes the wicked, Rev. 1674

% Lam. 2:2223; Heb. 10:23; 1 Cor. 10:13; 1 John 1:9; Rs&l9:75
% Eph. 2:4; 2 Cor. 1:3; Titus 3:5

%" psalm 86:15; Eph. 1:6, 28 Rom. 3:2324

28 Jer. 10:10; 1 Tim. 4:10

2 John 4:24

30 John 1:18; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12

31 prov. 3:1920

32 psalm 5:5; Jer. 31:3

% Dan. 4:35; Eph. 1:11



by which | mean that He has rendered certain all the events of the universe for all time. His plan

encompasses all thingss freely madé,and is immutabfa nd unconditimnal . Go
cludes all the causes and results of decreed events, as well as the means by which they are ca
ried out? His plan includes sifbut does not make God the authorof’in. bel i eve t hat

predestinated plan includes the election of sinners to salvation. Election refers to the faet that b
fore the foundation of the world, God chose all believers to salvation in Christ, with all its atte
dant blessings and obligatiohhis choosing was notlsed on any foreseen merit or othen-co
ditions in the believer. In other words, it is uncdimhal.

D. Wrong views. | reject the view of God call
only as possibilities and does not know the certain outafraaything®l t hus rmmij ect t h
competenceo view of God which says tim@t, whil
gency, He does not know all things ahead of time nor is able to direct all things according to His

purposes. | rejectthe viewh at el ection includes only Godods i

ahead of time of someoneds response to the go

!lsa. 46:10; Ephl:11, 3:11

2 psalm 115:3, 135:6

3 psalm 33:11

4 Acts 2:23; cf. Prov. 16:9

® Acts 2:23

6 James 1:13; 1 John 1.5

"2 Thess. 2:144

81 Sam. 23:1412; Matt. 11:21, 23

1C



Section 5: Jesus Christ

A. His person and incarnation. | believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the
Triune God, thaHe existed from all eternity as the Son of Gabat the Father sent the Son into
the world and He took on a human nature and body at the incarnatiat,He is at once both

fully God* and perfect manthat His human and divine natures are insepgnatited in one

glorious Peson, though these two natures must not be confuskelieve the incarnation was
effected through the virgin conception and birth.His kenosis, he voluntarily laid aside the
independent use of His divine attributes andgyatives, but did not relinquish them, or simply
mask them, or otherwise become ruwity? The Lord is not in the kenotic state preben He
became incarnate to die for sinnéts give them eternal lif&' to be a sympathetic high

priest'?to providean example to believert’ and to reveal God in visible human fotfn.

B. His substitutionary atonement and resurrection. | believe that He vicariously atoned for the
sins of mankind on the crossthe Just One for the unjust ones, offering HimtSedf satis§

Go d 6 geousriesstthat He was buried and rose bodily from the gréd\and that His body

was glorified and is the pattern of the future body of belig™

C. His ascension and session. | believe that He ascended to Heaven to be at the right hand of
Gof®where He presently is the Chri $taidsthé s Hi gh
Head of the Churcff. Taken together, His resurrection and ascension to be seated at the right

hand of God are the seal that God the Father accepted Higvork.

D. Othe purposes for His coming. | believe that the Lord Jesus came to be the ultimaie revel

! Matt. 16:16; John 1:18; 10:36; 17:5

2 John 3:1617, 20:21, 1 John 4:10

3 John 1:14; Luke:40; Dan. 7:13; Matt. 16:13; Php. 285Heb. 10:5
4 John 1:1; Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:3, 8; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20.
5 Matt. 20:28; John 8:40; 1 Tim. 2:5; John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5
5 Rom. 1:34

"lsa. 7:14; Mutt. 1:1825; Luke 1:3135

8 Php. 2:511

®John 17:5

10 Matt. 20:28

11 John 6:51; 10:10

12Heh. 2:1718

131 John 2:6

1 John 1:18

1%1sa. 53:112; John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:1%5; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:2
181 peter 3:18; Heb. 10:54

" Rom. 3:2526

18 Matt. 28:57; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:47; 1 Cor. 15:34; Rev. 1:18

19 John 20:20; Php. 3:221; 1 John 3:2

20) yke 24:51; Acts 1:2,4941; 7:5556; Heb. 1:3

211 sam. 2:35; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 4-14; 7:25; 1 John 2:1

2 Eph. 1:22, 23

2 Rom. 4:25; Heb. 1:3; 10:12; 12:2

11



tion of God to mahand that He came, in fulfillment of prophetfirst to Israel as her Msiah
King,? and that He was rejected of that natibafore giving His lifeas a ransom for all.

E. Wrong views. | reject any belief that denies the full deity of Christ (e.g. Arianism), his full
humanity (e.g. Apollinarianism), his virgin birth, his eternal sonship, his bodily resurrection, and
his sinlessness. | reject the gowmental and moral influence theories of the atonement.

! Deut. 18:15John 1:18; 14:9; Heb. 1:3

2 Luke 24:27

3 Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Psalm 2:8; 45:67; 110:1

4 Matt. 12:24; 21:42; Luke 17:25; John 1:11; Acts 2:23
°1 Tim. 2:6 Matt. 20:28

12



Section 6: The Holy Spirit

A. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Triune God. | believe that He is a Pete@mual
with the Father and Sdn.

B. His Present Ministry in the Church Age. | ieek that the Holy Spirit convicts the world of

sin, righteousness, and grdent and that He restrains evil. believe that He is involved in the
salvation of sinners because He bears witness to Jesus@aisizes the believer into the body

of Chrig and into union with Christ at the moment of salvafidny, regeneration imparts spir

tual life at the new birtfh permanently indwells the believéis the seal of divine owmnghip and

earnest (down payment) that guarantees the final salvation oflitnech | believe that His for

ther ministry in the life of the Christiandludes His filling'® by which He controls the believer

in proportion to his obedience t oirtGdbebese Wor d
that the Holy Spiritilunm at es t he meani ng o f*aGdhd@simwor d t o
prayer'3| also believe that the Holy Spirit gives gifts to each Christian for service in the

church* (to be décussed further iSection 14: Spiritual Gifis

C. His Old Testament Ministry. The Spirit was involved as a member of the Triune God in the
creation of the world® The Spirit gave special abilities to some for artistic Wdand for la-
dership roles (the theocratic anointifgHe was active in all regenéeapeople for the purposes
of their sanctifietion.*® He was involved in prophetic revelatidrand the inspiration of the Old
Testament Scripturé8 There was no baptizing matiy of the Spirit in the Old Testament.

D. Wrong views. | reject any belief thdénies the full deity and personality of the Holy Spirit.

12 Sam. 23:3; John 16:; Acts 5:3; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19; 1 Tim. 4:1; Acts 12825
2 Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Jude-2a

3 John 16:811

4 Gen. 6:3; 2 Thess. 2:7.

5 John 15:26; 16:145

61 Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:27

7 John 3:3, 5; Titus 3:5

8 John 7:3739; 14:16; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 6:19

92 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:184; 4:30

YEph. 5:B

1 John 15:16; Gal. 5:223; Eph. 5:9; Col. 1:10
121 Cor. 2:1612; 1 John 2:20, 27

13 Rom. 8:2627

41 cor. 12:7

% Gen. 1:2

18 Exodus 28:3; 31:B; 35:3035; 36:12

7Gen. 41:38; Num. 11:17; 27:18; 1 Sam. 16143
18 prov. 1:23

19 Num. 24:23; 2 Sam. 23:2

209 peter 1:191
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Section 7: Creation

A. Literal creation. | believe that the universe was directly created by @®aalyoluntary act
whereby for his own gloAand according to His eternal coundéle gave exigince to all things
in distinction from Himself. This creation wasx nihilg out of nothing“, and took place in six
successive 2fiour days. The orignal creation was pronounced to be perfectly gbod.

B. Recent creation. The Biblical text, literally inpeeted, does not allow for creation to have
been more than about 10,000 years ago; therefore, | believe in the young earth view of creation.

C. Species. The creation of | and, air,- and se
cording to theio wn K’ iThe &crigiures support the notion that God created a number of

kinds (or, loosely speaking, species) and that there are fixed boundaries beyond which these

kinds may not go by intdoreeding or macrevolution.

D. Wrong views. | reject all exphations of creation by theistic or atheistic evolution, the day
age theory, the gap theory, and the framework hypothesis.

! psalm 33:6, 9; 90:2; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 8:6
2Rev. 4:11; Psalm 19:6

®Eph. 1:11

*Heb. 11:3

®Gen. 2:2; Exod. 20:11, 31:17

®Gen. 1:31

"Gen. 1:11, 12, 21, 235
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Section 8: Man

A. The Creation of Man. | believe that man was originally and immediately created in the image
and after the likeneSsf God on the sixth day of the creation wéeind that He was origally
in a state of sinlessness or innocehce.

B. Constitution of Man. Man is a soul or living being, the union of material and immaterial

parts’ The material is the body, from the de$the ground. The immaterial is primarily spirit,

and can be classified in several parts, such as heart, mind, soul, and spirit. At death, the material
and immaterial are separatedt the resurrection, these parts will be reunftedl people have
desended from Adam and Eve so that the human race is uhéfietireceive their aterial and
immaterial parts from their parerits.

C. The Fall. | believe that Adam f%Hudcasby fr ee
ing sin and death to enter into terld.'° | believe that as a consequence of his sin, man lost his
spiritual life immediately, becoming dead in trespasses and'simsl became subject to phys

cal deatf? and the power of SatdnThe image of God in man was thus marred after the fall, but

is not totally erased The image itself is the personal, spiritual, and morehkiss of man to

God, rather than a functional or relational likeness to God.

D. Extent of Sin and Individual Depravity. €lieve that this spiritual death and the consequent
moral and spiritual corruption of human nature has been transmitted tatiteeheman racé

the Man Christ Jesus alone being excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the
world with a nature which not only possesses no spark of di#@m® but is essentially andu
changgably bad apart from divine grace, destitute of any moral good, and utterly unable to merit
Godds favor or c o'iThisis daled depravity. Ithisitosal insthe bense that v n .
affects every gpect ofma n 6 s b e willg*? hean?? body} mouth? affections® etc. Man

1 Gen. 1:2627; 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9

2Gen. 1:2627; 2:%25; 1 Tim.2:13

3 Gen. 1:31; Eccl. 7:29

4 Gen. 2:7; 1 Thess. 5:23

5 Matt. 10:28; James 2:26; Gen. 35:18

® Compare 1 Thess. 4:14 and 4:16; Php. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:49
" Acts 17:26

8Gen.5:1, 3

9Gen. 3:17; 1 Tim. 2:14

0Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21

1 Gen. 2:17; John 6:53; Bp2:1-3

2 Heb. 9:27; Rom. 6:23; Gen. 5:58, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31

13 Matt. 13:38; Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13; 1 John 3:8; 5:19

¥ Gen. 5:1, 3; Gen. 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9

151 Kings 8:46; Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 318; 5:19; 1 Cor. 15:22

18 Psalm 51:5; 58:3

7 |sa.64:6; Matt. 19:256; Rom. 4:56; 5:6; 8:7; Eph. 2:®; Titus 3:5
18 Eph. 4:1719

19 John 5:40; 8:34; 1 Peter 4:3

2 Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:2B; Rom. 1:24; Eph. 4:18
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isthereforeaslatée o si n, i 3anGl didss uemdeéand cBdechrétion bsvr at h
cause of His guilf. All men, including true Christians, have a sin nature and do comnfit sin,
though the effects of totakdravity are mitigated by the new birth.

E. Wrong views. | reject the view that man is basically good, and the views that man isi-only sp
ritually weak or sick. I reject the view that man has inherent ability to make aceftasiChr-
ist'® or that he, unaided, seeks after Gbd.

'Rom. 8:10

2Rom. 3:14

3 John 3:19

4 John 8:34; Rom. 6:6, 20; Titus 3:3
®Rom.8:6-7; Col. 1:21

® John 3:36; Rom. 1:18; Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6
"Rom. 3:19; 5:16, 18

81 John 1:8, 10

92 Cor. 5:17

10 30hn 6:44

"1 Rom. 3:11
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Section 9: Sin

A. Definition. Sin is any lack of conformity to the moral law of Goeither in act dispostion,?
or state® As such, it can be described as unrighteousness, that is, as a lacloofitgrid
Godo6s ho I°gnd manigestgitsetf id prideselfishnes$,a deepseated desire for self
autonomy? idolatry? and a lack of love for Gotf.

B. Origin of Sin. | believe that though sin was included in the decree of God, He is in no sense
the author of sift’ Sin originated after the initial creation, for it was perfectly gtfoBiatan is
the ultimate originator of sift Adam is responsible for bringing sin into the human rféce.

C. Imputed Sin. | believe that the first sin of Adam is reckanedediately to every humareb

ing. This is effected when the person comes i
representative position over the whole race, every person is gefiinelfGod as a member of the

now sinful race?

D. Sin Natue. | believe that in addition to the problem of imputed sin, every individual inherits
the sin nature mediately from his parents. In other words, two sinners beget d%inner.

E. Personal Sin. | believe that every individuaheoits sin either by committig something that
should not be done, or not doing something that ought to be'd@hese sins may be of wang
levels of severity as far as their consequences to others and to oneself, but all are worthy of
death’®

F. Results of Sin. When Adam sinnedatfewas brought into the world This death is both
physicaf®and spirituaf*'At physical death, oneds spiritual

11 John 3:4

2Rom. 4:7

% Matt. 15:19 (thoughts); Ex. 20:17 (coveting); Lev. 19:17 (hate); Matt-B%(Iust)
4 Psalm19:1213, 51:5

®1 John 5:17

®lsa. 14:1214

"Php. 2:21

8lsa. 53:6

®Rom. 1:2123

0 Deut. 6:45

11 James 1:13; 1 John 1:5

2Gen. 1:31

13 |sa. 14:1214; Ezek. 28:1116; 1 John 3:8
4 Rom. 5:12

5 Rom. 5:1221

6 Gen. 5:3; Psalm 51:5, 58:3; 1 John 1:8
171 John1:10; Rom. 3:23. | allow for the possible exception of irresponsible people such as very young infants.
18 Rom. 6:23

¥ Rom. 5:12; 6:23

2 Gen. 3:19

ZEph. 2:1
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spiritual death is finalized in the second death.

G. Wrong views. | reject the view that sin is lezgir{rather, it is inherent), and the view that sin

resides solely in the flesh (a Gnostype heresy)Sin cannot be divided into categor@si cno
sciouso and Aunconsciouso sins as in the view
may be sinsttat we do not yet realize in our own livelsyt these are no less cause for guilt or

need for salvation and cleansing than the sins we know about.

! Rev. 20:1415
2 psalm 19:12, 139:234
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Section 10: Salvation

A. Only through Christ. | believe in the salvation of sinners through Jesus of NezhseSon
of God, who is the only Savior of meby virtue of His shed blootli.e. His substitutionary
death for sinners.

B. By grace through faith. | believe that salvation is completely dependent on the grace®of God,

is a free gift of Godlthat man annot earn or merit in any wéys applied by the work of thedH

ly Spirit using the instrumentality of the Word of Gband is appropriated in this age byeo

scious repentanfand faitH in the resurrected Son of G&Ul believe that repentance is aatit

part of believing:* True Christian faith may be further described as that faith whictbisisu

sive’?and obedient’i ncl udi ng a fundamen todoh arslildway i n one
from sin and toward Chrigt.

No other acts, such as confessibaptism, prayer, faithful service, moral reform, conformity to a
law code,oranysc al | ed fAsacramentso are to be iradded t
tion of salvation.

C. Results of Salvation. | believe that in the present age, salvatiodesdinat the believer is

called® regenerated’ Spirit-baptized into union with Christ and into the body of CHfigust-

fied,® forgiven his sif°r est or ed to favor with Gadoptefhr ough
sanctified? and gloified.?* | believethat when an unregenerate person exercises faith in Christ

he passes imméately out of spiritual death into spiritual lifé and from the old creation into

1 John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5

2 Lev. 17:11; Matt. 28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:80; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:145, 22: 1 Peter 1:189
3lsa. 53:46, 8, 1112; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 2:20; 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24

* John 6:65; Acts 15:11; Rom. 4:16; 5:15; Eph. 2:8; Titus 2:11

® Rom. 5:1517; 6:23; Eph. 2:®

® Rom. 5:6;Eph. 2:9; Titus 3:5

" John 16:811; Eph. 5:26; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23

8 Acts 3:19; 20:21; 26:20

° Acts 20:21; Rom. 4:5, 16; Eph. 28

10 3ohn 11:27; 20:31; Acts 8:37; 16:31; Rom. 106 1 John 5:13

111 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 6:1

2prov. 1:7

13 John 3:36; Act$:7; 17:30

141 Cor. 15:24; James 2:19; John 7:17; Matt. 13:23; 1 Thess. 1:9

15 John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 6:29; Rom. 1:16, 17; 3:22, 26; 4:5; 10:4; Gal. 3:22
16 John 5:25; Rom. 8:28, 30; 1 Cor. 1:9, 24; 2 Thess. 2:14; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 1.9
17 John 1:13; 5:8; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3, 23

18 Rom. 6:310; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:228; Col. 2:1112

19 Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:28; 4:8, 25; 5:1, 9, 18.9; Gal. 2:1617; 3:24; Titus 3:7

20 Acts 10:43; Eph. 1:7; 4:32; Col. 1:14; 2:13; 1 John 2:12

211 Cor. 1:30; 2 @r. 5:21

2 Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5

Z1Cor. 1:2, 30; 6:11; Heb. 10:10, 14

2 Rom. 8:30

% John 5:24
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the new' Though the saved one may have occasion to grow in the realization of kisdsfes

andto know a fuller measure of divine power through the yielding of his life more fully to God,

he is, as soon as he is saved, in possession of every spiritual Blessirmgmplete in Chriét,

and must notseekasoal | ed fisecond bleksofhggnaoe. @ Aseco

D. Eternal Security. | believe that the salvation God provides is eternally secure. This security is
based upon His eternal purpdddis nature and promis€she nature of the new birttself,’ the

finished work of ChrisE the intercessgrwork of Christ’ the sealing and earnest (dowrypa

ment) ministries of the Holy Spirtf the fact that salvation is a giftand upon the peranent

and unil ateral nature of Gododés woddnsThi$ i st ed a
eternal seatity guarantees the final salvation of every true belié%er.

E. Perseverance. | believe that t“aedhigenuine b
sponsible partipation;* will continue in the faith and Christian life until he meets the Lord, this
continuation demonstrating the fruit of salvation in his if@articularly, this will be eidenced

in the believerds continuance in p¥rbelieveal fai
that God cannot overlook the sin of His children, and Hiewhen they perstently sin, chasten

them!” and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them and keep them fo

ever, apart from all human merit, He, Who cannot fail, will in the end present every one of them
faultless before the presce of His glor}f and coformed to the image of His Sdh.

F. Assurance. | believe it is the privilege of all who are born again to be assured ofiiatioisa

from the day they take Him to be their Savibgnd that this assurance is not founded upein th

own worthiness or fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God regarding the finished work of
Christ, and His work in them as revealed in the Wdrkssurance is a subjective exjence

mediated primarily through the word of God. It is also mediatedugh the internal tagging

work of the Holy Spiri? Finally, it can be enhanced or undermined depending orethé ke v e r 6 s

12 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Col. 3:80

2Col. 1:10; 2 Peter 3:18

31 Cor. 3:21; Eph. 1:3; 2 Peter 1:3

4 Col. 2:10

® Eph. 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9

5 Rom. 11:29; Hb. 6:1718

" John 3:34

8 John 19:30; 1 John 2:2

®Heb. 7:25

19Eph. 1:1314; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5

" Eph. 2:89

12 30hn 5:24; 6:39; 10:230; Rom. 8:2980, 3539; 1 Cor. 1.8
13 Php. 1:6; 2:13

1 php. 2:12

151 Cor. 15:2; Col. 1:23; Heb. 3:14; 1 John 2:19; 5:14
16 Jude 21; Col. 1:223; Eph. 2:10

7 Hebh. 12:511

18 John 17:11; Jude 24

19 Rom. 8:29

20 |Luke 10:20; 1 John 5:13 (within context of 1 John); 2 Cor. 58, BTim. 1:12; Heb. 10:22
Z php. 1:6; Php. 2:13

22 Rom. 8:1417
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Awal k, 0 i . e. perseverfance at any given point

G. Wrong views. | reject any view that suggests there are alternateovsglsdtion. | reject the

view that a mandés response to whatevea truth
tion. | reject the view that salvation is possible apart from the proclamation and understanding of

the written Word of God. rejectthe view of repentance that says that repentance only has to do
with oneds view of Christ and does not have t
says saving faith comprehends only thetsof the gospel with no commitment or emotional a

ceptance. | reject the view that true saving faith can be &ietothe timebut later denied by a true
believer. I reject the Aunconscious faitho vi

! psalm 51:12
2Rom. 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23
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Section 11: Sanctification

| believe that sanctification, which is a setting apart towavd, & threefold:

A. Positional Sanctification. | believe there is a positional sanctification that is alreapjete
for every saved person or fisainto because his
the believer is in Christ, he is setagipto God in the same measure as Chrit is.

B. Progressive Sanctification. | believewever, that the saint retains his sin nafundich is

the set of attributes in the life of the believer that cause tendencies to sin. This sinful nature is in
conflict® with the spiritual nature, which is a set of righteous attributedeteies, and desires

for holiness which were given to the believer at the new birth and are nurtured by the Holy Sp
rit.* The sinful nature must be kept, through the power of tHg Slpirit,” constantly in shjec-

tion to Christ, or it will surely manifest its presence in our lives to the dishonor of our Lord.
Therefore, while the standing of the Christian in Christ is perfect, his present state leag«es som
thing to be desired. Progees ve sancti fication is the a&hristi
tion by the power of the Spirit to be progressively brought into conformity tarthgel of Christ

and to thus to commit less SifThis is possible because, though the sin nature lipssiient, the

ruling power of it over the believer is brokeéBanctification is related to initial sation in that

it is inevitable but not automatic, i.e. it requires responsible participhtiteans to this end are
provided in the Word of Gotlprayer ' faith,'* obediencé? seltdenial’® active resitance

again% sin and Satahand mutual edification, exhortation, and encouragement among the
saints.

C. Ultimate Sanctification. | believe that the child of God will yet be fully séedtin his state

as he is now sanctified in his standing in Ch
Him, 06 sin being eliminated from Hion® experienc
D. Wrong Views. I reject thecaperépotisnpessvb
i fe. I reject the view t meverprograssin eolinesa. hrejdcte fic a

the view that sanctification begins at a crisis experience some time after salvation.

1 Acts 26:18; 1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; Heb. 10:10.

2Rom. 7:18

3 Rom. 7:2223; 8:1213; Gal. 5:1623

42 Peter 1:4

5 Rom. 8:13

6 John 13:10; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Thess. 5:23; Rom. 8:29; 1 Joh®; 346b. 10:14
"Rom. 6:6, 17, 22

8 Php. 1:6; 2:123

®Psalm 119:911; J&nn 17:17; 1 Peter 2:2

10 Mark 14:38; Jude 221

1 Rom. 6:11

12 Rom. 6:1213; 12:12; 2 Cor. 7:1; James 45

¥ Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; Titus 2:12; 1 Peter :1&

141 Cor. 6:18; James 4:7; Heb. 12:1; 1 John 3:3; Eph-B31Q Peter 5:9
15 Rom. 15:14; Col. 3:16Heb. 3:13; 10:2£5

1 Php. 3:21; 1 Thess. 3:418; 1 John 3:2; Jude 24; Eph. 5:2B

22



Section 12: The Church

A. The Univers&Church | believe that the church is the Body of Christ, of which Christ is the
Head? and that it is an organism composed of genuine believers in Jesus Christ, thenib&al nu
of Spirit-baptized believers of this age, i.e. between Penfeandtthe Rpture of the Churcf.

The Church is distinct from Isra&All who are united to Christ are members of the church,
which is His bride’ whether Jews or Gentilésegardless of membership in any local church.

B. The Local Organized Churchbelieve that local church is the visible expression of the
body of Christ in a particular time and pldcan organized body of baptized belieVeskaing a
common faith observing the two ordinances of baptism and comomy* meeting at regular
and stated times favorship’? preaching and teachirgfellowship, prayer:* and mitual edii-
cation, exhortation, and encouragememarrying out the Great Commissiohand whose B
fices are pastof (also known as an eld&mor bishop®) and deacof’ | believe that the local
church is an autonomous body solely responsible to preserve its internal unity affdrave,
tain pure datrine and practicé’ elect its own officers and messeng&rsettle its own internal
affairs?* and determine the extent of its cooperation with otherche<” | believe that thed-
cal chur ch i sstrugnentfér#is warkdiadiwimesd in this &§e.

1 Eph. 1:2023; 5:23; Col. 1:18, 24

2 Matt. 16:1618; cp. Acts 1:5, 2:3, and 11:15

1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:122; 1 Thess. 4:167

1 Cor. 10:32; seBection 2: Dispensationalism

® Eph. 5:2332; Rev. 19:P

® Rom. 1:16; 10:12; Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11

" This is saying that one need not be a member of a local church to be in the universal church, i.e. thatmhurch me
bership is not necessary for sdloa. Of course, believers should join a local assembly. Saints that have gone on to
be with the Lord would fit this category too, since they are part of the universal church but not part of any local
church.

8 Acts 13:1; Rom. 16:1, 5; 1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Thek4; Phim. 2

Acts 28:19:; Acts 2:41, -#h@mbétsdsomounBehpénenmdt ¢ omamber
19 Acts 2:42; 2 Thess. 3:6; Jude 3

' Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:134

12 Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Heb. 10:25

13 Acts 11:26; 2 Tim. 4:2

4 Acts 2:4247

151 Cor. 14:12; Col. 3:186; Heb. 10:285

16 Matt. 28:1820; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:488; John 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 14:21; 2 Cor. 208

17 Acts 20:17, 28; Eph. 4:11; Php. 1:1; 1 Tim.-3;ITitus 1:59; 1 Peter 5:1

'8 Acts 14:23

191 Tim. 3:12; Titus 1.7

20 Acts 6:16; Php. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:83

L Rom. 12:5; Rom. 12:16; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 4:3, 25; Php. 4:2; Col. 3:14; 1 Peter 1:22

221 Tim. 3:15; Jude 3; Rev-2

2 Acts 11:22; 13:28; 15:34, 22; 1 Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:19

4 Matt. 18:1517; 1 Cor. 5:45, 12; 6:15; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14

5 Acts 15:232; 2 Cor. 8:19

%1 Tim. 3:15
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C. Relationship of the Church to the Kingdom. The Church is distinct from both itrersat

and mediatoriglaspects of the Kingdom of God. &kKingdom of God is the political, sinal,
ecclesiastical, economic, physical and ethical arrangement that God established over Israel at S
nai, that went into declension during the latter part of Old Testament history, thatfevad to

the nation ofsrael by the Lord Jesus Christ at His first advehat was deferred after being-r

jected by $rael? and that will be yet established in the millennial age with the Lord Jesus Christ
ruling over it> Because the church enjoys many benefits that withore widely evident during

the future kingdonf,the termskingdomandchurchare often used interchagaply in informal

usage. It is more accurate, however, to say that Church saints are citiZzans ofjll be co

rulers in the future millennial kindom. As such, certain New Testament texts refer tofthe o

fered kingdom and requirements for entrance ifftaithout specifying that the kingdom will go

into eclipse during the present Church age. The requirements for entering the Church are the
same asdr entrance into the kingdom (in short, regeneration). Other texts specify the present
believerds relationship to the kingdom and th
eschatological arrivdf Yet other texts teach us that we are still awgitime arrival of the kig-

dom; these texts are definitive in teaching that the kingdom has not yet thrisen abgance

as long as the king is abséft.

D. Relationship of the Church to the State. The Church is also distinct from the government.

Each hasts realm of operation; thisisthesoa|l | ed fisepar ati®Tthegwi churc
ernment is responsible before God to restrain sin and effect an orderly $ttiétynot to de-

tate particular religious beliefs or matters of conscience. Thigisght and privilege the imd

vidual and his association with the church of his choosing. The Church is to be subjecuto the a
thority of the government, when that authority isgedy exercised?

E. Summary. | believe the Baptist distinctives of biblmathority, autonomy of the local church,
the priesthood of the believer, the two ordinances of baptism and communigiguadsoul
liberty, a saved church membership, two offices of pastor and deacon, and the separation of
church and stat®.

! Ps. 103:19

2 Matt. 6:10

® Matt. 4:17

* Matt. 21:43; 23:3B9

® Matt. 25:31; Rev. 20:¥

® Jer. 31:3134; Heb. 8:813. Note that Christians partake in a-futiillment installmentof blessings similar but not
identical to those of the future kjdom age.

"Matt . 13: 38 (Asons of the kingdomo); as in Php. 3:20
believers are citizens of the kingdom, yet not in the kingdense

® Rev. 20:4a; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:27, 3:21; 1 Cor. 6:3

® John 3:3, 5; this is analogous to Matt. 5:20.

19 Acts 8:12, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23, 31; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20, 15:24; Col. 1:13, 4:11; 1 Thess. 2:12; Heb. 12:28
M Acts 1:6, 14:22; 1 Cor. 6:80, 1550; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5; 2 Thess. 1:5; 2 Tim. 4:1, 4:18; James 2:5; 2 Peter 1:11;
Rev. 12:10

2 Matt. 23:39

3 Matt. 22:21

“Rom. 13:17; 1 Peter 2:14

* Rom. 13:17; 1 Peter 2:1d5; Acts 5:29

162 Tim. 3:1617, Matt. 18:17, 1 Peter 2:9, Acts 2:42, Acts 529, Acts 2:47, 1 Tim. 313, Matt. 22:21
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Section B: Separation

A. Background. The doctrine of separation is grounded in the character of God. Holiness has the
basic idea of separation or apartness. God is holy in that He is separate or apart from all that is
created and finiteand from all that is sinfuor morally uncleaf,and He demands that His

people be holy or separatdéod constituted the nation of Israel a holy people who were to be
semrated from the customs and practices of the surrounding héathécommands the same

for the Church today.

B. Personal Separation. | believe that God commands His people today to be persoamally sep
rated from the worlland from worldly associatiorlsThe world is the temporary syst&wof evil

led by Satari,organized against God and His whilthat has its owphilosophies, régions™*

goals, lifestyles, amusements, habits, and practfdessitively, Christians should live in such a
manner as not to bringproach upon our Lort?

C. Ecclesiastical Separation. | believe that Christians should practice ecidakseparation,

which is the refusal to collaborate with a church, ecclesiastical organization, or religious leader
which does not hold to the fundamental, cardinal doctrines of the Christiahfaitti,a like e-

fusal concerning those who mtin connetions or are content to walk with those who do not
hold to the fundamental, cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith.

D. Wrong views. | reject the notion that Christian love outweighs the need to separatesfrom di
obedient brothers. | reject the n@wargelical view that separatism is to be repudiated, for if it
is, there is no basis for protecting against the encroachment of false teaching.

! psalm 99:13; Isa. 57:15

2Jsa. 6:3, 5; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 Peter 1:15; 1 John 1:5

3 Matt. 5:48; Rom. 12:1; Eph. 1:4; 1 Peter 116§ 1 John 2:1
4 Exod. 19:56; Lev. 20:2426; Deut. 7:16; Psalm 135:4

51 Peter 2:910; Titus 2:14

® Rom. 12:12; 13:14; Eph. 5:11; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15
"2 Cor. 6:14; 7:1; 2 John-91

81 John 2:17

° John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 John 5:19

10 30hn 7:7; 15:18; James 4:4

12 Tim. 3:15

121 John 2:16

BRom. 2:24; 1 Tim. 6:1; Titus 2:5; 2 Pef2?; 1 Tim. 6:35; 2 Tim. 2:1621; Titus 3:1611; 2 John 9.1; Rev. 2:14
14 Matt. 7:15; Rom. 16:118; 2 Cor. 6:147:1; Gal. 1:89

152 Thess. 3:6, ¥45
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Section 14: Spiritual Gifts

A. Definition and Scope. | believe that a spiritual gift is an ability or capacitgri@ghe Lord. |

believe that these gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are saved. While there
is a diversity of gifts, eachebever is energized by the same Spirit, and each is called to his own
divinely appointed service as the Spivills.* Gifts are given for the common good of the

church, the edification of the church, and the ministry of the cHurch.

B. Temporary Gifts. | believe that some gifts of the Holy Spirit such as speaking in tomgues, i
terpretation of tongues, prophe@&nd miraculous héags were temporary and gradually ceased

as the New Testament Scriptures were completed and their authority became establisaed.
culous gifts were given for t hngersandtheirsnewat i on
revelaton for the church agéThese gifts were foundational and transitional, serving the church

in its infancy and immature stage, and are no longer necedshejieve that speaking ine

gues was never the common or necessary sign of the baptism nofikinthef the Sprit,® and

that the deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the consummation bfatiensa

in the resurrection.

C. Permanent Gifts. | believe that other spiritual gifts are available to the saint today, such as
ministry, teaching, ghortation, giving, administration, and evangelf&m.

D. Gifted Men. | believe spiritualtgifted men are given by Jesus Christ to the institution of the
local church. In the apostolic era these included apostles, prophets, evangelistsapdstors
teachers, who were appointed by God farfgating of the saints to their work of the ministry. |
believe also that today some men areeeigily called of God to be evangelists, and pastors and
teachers to the same end. These men have one or magaspifts, and are given by God to
this special calling for the benefit of the chufch.

E. Wrong views. | reject the view that certain spiritual gifts (such as tongues) must be exercised
as proof of salvation, or before someone can know they are saegettithe preserday pra-
tice of tongues and any other gifts that are supposedly revelatory.

1 Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:41, 18, 2831; 1 Peter 4:10
21 Cor. 12:7; 1 Cor. 14:12; Eph. 4:12

31 Cor.13:812

42 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4

® Eph. 2:20

6 Acts 4:8, 31

"Rom. 8:23

® Rom. 12:68; 1 Cor. 1214; Eph. 4:11

° Eph. 4:1113
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Section 15: The Ordinances of the Church

I believe that water baptism and the Lordds S

A. Definition of an OrdinanceA church ordinance is an outward rite appointed by Christsas vi

ible signs of the saving truth of the gospel. As such, an ordinance must 1) be authorized specif

cally by the Lord Jesus Christ; 2) must symbolize a saving truth of the gospel; 3) must-be co

manded for the church to perpetuate in the gospels or epistles; and 4) be seen in ite histor
church in Acts. Therefore, rites o+iwhshing, t han b
do not qualify as ordinances.

B. Water Baptism. | believe thahly borragain believers are candidates for Scriptural water
baptisnt and that immersion is the mode of baptism. While | hold to the importance atideora
of the ordinance of baptisfr, neither include it as a part nor hold it on the same plane afrimp
tance as the gospel of redeeming grace in Chtigs. simply the public testimony of the believer
to his new birth and participation in the death, burial, andrestion of Christ.

C. The Lord6s Tabl e. licanbeofthedv @ 6isn’ Sidfmgrieme mor i a
do not hold it on the same plane of importanc
be observed frequentlypy the church until the Lord retufhand that its observance in the

churcrg3 has a disciplinary functiband is a picture of the unity and fellowship of the church with

Christ.

D. Wrong views. | reject pedbaptism because it does not have any ground in Scripture. Bap
ism is not a Asign of the covenant otsas i f it

! Acts 16:3133; 18:8

2 Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:41; 10:428; 16:1415; 19:5
31 Cor. 1:1017

4 Matt. 26:2630; Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Col1:1733
® Acts 2:42, 46; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:25

61 Cor. 11:26

"1 Cor. 11:2732

81 Cor. 10:1622
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Section 16: Angels, Satan, and Demons

A. Origin of Angels, Satan, and Demons. | believe that within the six days of creation, God

created an innumerable company of spiritual beings knowngedsd One, fALuci fer, so
mor ni ng, 0 t rksinnédithgohgh priethereby leeoming Satan, the Kiraf a great

company of the angels who followed him in his moralf@bme of these becamerdons and

are active as his agents and associates in the prosecution of his umposepuwhile other

who fell are imprisoned, awaiting judgment.

B. Unfallen or Holy Angels. | believe that a great company of angels kept their holy esthte
are before the throne of Gddtom where they are sent forth as ministers of God for g

C. Sat mated and Atividy. | believe in the reality of Satan as a distinct persofaling,
originated sin and, under the permission of God, he, through subtlety, led our first parents into
transgression, thereby accomplishing their moralfafle unsuccessflyl tried to do the same

with Jesus Christ: Satan is the god of this worldthe archenemy of God and befes>

whose purpose is to thwart the counsel of Gatcuse, oppose, and persecute betig prop-
agate false doctrin®,sow counterfeits among levers!’ tempt beligers to sin? etc.

D. Satands Future. |  bel i &thaughtndt then puBishecaand wa s |
that he will be cast down to earth during the Tribulatinpund and cast into the abyss for one
thousand years at tisecond coming of Chriét,after which he will be released, deceive the n

tions, and incite rebellion against G&drhen he will be cast into Hell, where he will be-to

mented for ever as the execution of his pomient?

! Heb. 12:22; Ex. 20:11; Job 387 Psalm 148:5; Col. 1:16; Eph. 6:12
2|sa. 14:1217; Ezek. 28:1419; 1 Tim. 3:6; 2 Thess. 2:4

3 Matt. 12:24; 25:41Rev. 9:11

‘Rev. 12:3,7,9

52 Peter 2:4; Jude 6

6 Matt. 25:31; 1 Tim. 5:21; Rev. 14:10

" Luke 15:10; Rev. 7:112

8 Dan. 9:2023; Heb. 1:14

91 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:62; 2:17; Matt. 4::11; 2 Cor. 12:7
10 Gen. 3:119; Rom. 5:12

1 Matt. 4:1-11

12 John 12:312 Cor. 4:34; Col. 2:15

13Eph. 6:1012

14 Gen. 3:45; Job 1:911; 2:45; Matt. 4:211; 2 Cor. 11:135
15 7ech. 3:12; 1 Peter 5:8; Rev. 12:10; Rev. 2:10

181 Tim. 4:1

17 Matt. 13:3839

181 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11

19 3ohn 12:31; 16:11; Heb. 2:1%6

2 Rev. 12:79

21 Rev. 20:13

22 Rev. 20:79

2 Gen. 3:15; Rev. 20:10; John 16:11
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