What' sin a Name? — David Sunday, December 26, 2004
Introduction

In these notes, we want to explore what a name @nsists of or what it means.
There éout 50 uses of the phrase “cdl[ed] hisname” or “cdl ed the name of” in
the KJV. Many of them are asciated with areason indicating why the particular
name was given. We will start out by looking at these descriptive terms, and then
look at afew other thoughts associated with names.

1. A Description

A. Descriptive of the events surrounding the person’s birth.
Gen. 4:25, Seth, substitute or compensation
Gen. 16:11, Ishmad, God will hea
Gen. 21:3, 6, Isaag laughter
Gen. 29:32, Reuben, behold a son. See &so Gen. 29:33, 35; 30:8, 11, 13,
18, 20; 35:18
Gen. 41:51, Manassh, causing to forget
Exodus 2:10, Moses, drawn from the water
Exodus 2:22, Gershom, foreigner
1 Sam. 1:20, Samuel, heard of God
2 Sam. 12:25, Jedidiah (Solomon), beloved of the Lord
1 Chron. 4:9, Jabez, sorrow

B. Descriptive of what the person will doin the future or what will happen in
the future.
Gen. 5:29, Noah, rest or comfort
Gen. 30:24, Joseph, Jehovah will add
Matt. 1:21, 25, Luke 1:31, Jesus, Jehovah saves

C. Descriptive of some quality of the person.
Gen. 25:25, Esau, hairy
Isa. 7:14, Mat. 1:23, Immanuel, God with us

For little David Allan Postiff, the descriptive use of the name was the primary
reason we seleded “David.” David means “beloved” —and heis our beloved son.

2. A Warning

Rom. 15:4 and 1 Cor. 10:6, 11 tead usthat the Old Testament is profitable to
warn us how to avoid evil. There ae several sinful eventsin King David'slife
that are warnings to littl e David Postiff, as well asto the rest of us.

A. 2 Sam. 6:1-9. Here David attemptsto return the ak of the covenant on a
cart. It was supposed to be caried by poles on the shoulders of the Ko-
hathites (Num. 4:4-15, 7:9). Uzzéh died as aresult of David's $n. The
warning hereisto avoid doing aright thing in a wrong way. Doing
something in awrong manner cancds all the benefits of the deed. Con-
sider 1 Cor. 13:1-3.

B. 2 Sam. 11:1-12:23. David's adultery with Bathsheba and murder resulted
in threemgjor consequences: 1) The “sword” would never depart from
David' shouse (12:10-11); 2) the enemies of the Lord were given occa
sion to blaspheme God (12:4); 3) the child produced by the union would
die (1214). These dl cameto pass(and in fad, with #2, still does to-
day.) Thewarning hereisto avoid the lust (2 Tim. 2:22). It isdealy.

C. 2 Sam. 24:1-17. David wanted a casus 0 that he “may know the number
of the people.” The “number” spedficdly indicates milit ary might
(24:9). The monsequence of David's snh was that 70,000 people died. The
lesson hereisclealy to avoid pride.

Y ou would exped that we thougtt of these incidentsin King David's life
before we named our son, and we did. After all, someone with a bad trad record
will not have many sons named after him (Ahab? Jeconiah? etc.) Little David
must watch out for these same pitfallsin hisown life.

3. A Mode
The OT isalso profitable & an example (1 Cor. 10:6, 11). King David in
many waysisagrea example for usall. Acts 13:22 says, “I have found David the
son of Jesse, aman after mine own heat, which shall fulfill all my will.” This
indicates at least two things:
A. Internally. David's heat was rightly adjusted toward God. His inner de-
sires were toward purity (Ps. 13923-24) and he sought after God (63:1).
B. Externaly. David wanted to dowhat God wanted him to do(1 Chron.
14:10). God cdls him “my servant” (Ezek. 34:24).

The OT is chock full of referencesto David's goodways. Seel Sam. 13:14,
16:7; 1 Kings 3:14; 9:4; 11:4, 6, 33, 38; 14:8, 15:3. Hislife was a benchmark for
later kingsto be cmpared against; likewise for littl e David Postiff, and for the
rest of us.

4. A Prayer

A name can also indicate aprayer—in this case, of the parents for their child.
We pray that David Allan Postiff spedficaly will fit the description, heed the
warning, and foll ow the model attached to the name David. Oh how criticd for
him to dothese thingsto walk purely before the Lord.

We pray that you all will do likewise and be people after God’s own heart
and fulfill al of Hiswill. There is no other thing better or more worthwhile thing
to try to do.

MAP



What' sin a Name? — John Sunday, February 12, 2006
Introduction

In Luke's gospel, 1:63 records for us awonderful moment in the lives of Zechariah
and Eli zabeth. They had their first son and they were ale to name him. Elizabeth said “he
shall be cdled John” Zechariah, till unable to spedk, wrote, “His nameis bhn” With
thase same words | was privileged onJanuary 28, 2006at 6:43 am to name our seandson
JohnWilli am Postiff (though he was not named spedficdly after Johnthe Baptist).

Before we begin, you might be interested to know why we seleded this name for our
son. The middle name refleds our love for two people that have been very spedal people
in ou lives. Oneis my brother Scott, whase midde nameis Willi am. Another is Willi am
Smith, Jr., whase been adea friend to Naomi and me (one who, let’s say, along with his
wife, “encouraged” our friendship before we were married!)

Johrisfirst nameisintended to refled the name of his grandfather, John Peter Kor n-
ilakis. In addition, he is named after the goostle John.

Thereis a mnredion with the name of our first son David. And that is that Johnwas
the ‘tlisciple whom Jesus loved.” Our first son's name, David, means b eloved.” So, we
have two “beloved” sons!

The name John (“Jehovah isagradous giver”) appeasi n 128versesinthe NT. The
closely related name Jonathan (“Jehovah has given”) occursin 105versesin the OT.

There aefour Johrisin the NT: Johnthe Baptist, Johnthe gostle, JohnMark (Acts
12:12,12:25, 135, 13:13, 15:37, whose mother was Mary), and a man onthe Sanhedrin
courcil (Acts4:6). We want to look spedficdly at the gostle Johnand draw some lesons
from thisman'slife and servicefor Christ.

Texts About the Apostle John

Matt. 4:21 (Mark 1:19) — James and Johnwere sons of Zebedee and were fishermen.

Matt. 10:2 (Luke 6:14) —the list of the 12 apostles.

Matt. 17:1 (Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28) — one of the ‘inner three”privil eged to seethe
Transfiguration.

Mark 1:29, 5:37, Luke 8:51 — viewed the mirade of the heding of Simon's mother -in-
law and the resurredion d the synagogue ruler’s daughter.

Mark 3:17 — Jesus surnamed them “Sons of thunder.” He did the same with Peter in
3:16. Naming shows authority and an understanding of certain qualiti es of the
person remed. What does this name suggest about the dharader of Johnand hs
brother? Perhaps it was their impetuous, rash nature (seeLuke 9:54)!

Mark 9:38 (Luke 9:49) — Though Peter often has the reputation o saying things
quickly, John tere rashly told a man to stop casting out demonsin the name of
Christ before asking the Lord what he shoud da

Mark 10:35-40 — James and John bdh asked the Lord for a prominent placein the
kingdom. Thisindicated a misplaced desire for authority and power, when in-
stead they shoud have been happy to serve, for the servant will be theonewhois
gred in God's arrangement of things (Mark 10:41-45). How oppdsite the world!

Mark 13:3 — privileged to hea private instruction from the Lord along with Peter,
James, and Andrew in the Olivet Discourse.

Mark 14:33 —witnessed the agony of Christ in the garden of Gethsemane dong with
Peter and James.

Luke 5:10— Johnand James were astonished and afraid when they saw the mirade of
the huge cdch o fish after working al night and getting nothing.

Luke 9:54 — Another “Peterism” here, where Johnand James asked if they shoud
command fire from heaven to devour their opporents. Jesus did na advocae le-
thal force gyainst those who rejeded him. This ought to be agoodreminder for
thase who think that killi ng is an acceptable meansto ded with someone who
disagrees with areligion.

Luke 22:8 — Peter and Johnwere asked to go prepare the last supper.

John 1323 - The disciple whom Jesus loved was the one who leaned onJesus’ bosom
at the last supper. Heis cdled by this appell ation five timesin the gospel of
John It isinteresting that the gostle Johris name does not appea whatsoever in
his gospel, indicating that Johnisindeed the author. The only Johnwho is named
in Johris gospel is bhnthe Baptist.

John 1926 — the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved” was instructed to take Jesus’ mother
under his care.

John 202-10— The Bible heretells us of Peter and John's witnessng of the empty
tomb. Again Johnis cdled the disciple whom Jesus loved.

John 217 — Again the disciple whom Jesus loved reagnized the Lord at the first sign
of the mirade of the cach of fish. John red remembered several yeas ealier that
asimilar mirade had occurred (Luke 5:10).

John 2120 - The disciple whom Jesus loved was the subjed of a mnversation be-
tween Peter and the Lord to the dfed that if the Lord wanted Johnto remain un-
til Christ returned, that did na have anything to dowith Peter. This passagetells
us that the ‘tlisciple whom Jesus loved” was the one that leaned uponJdesus
bosom at the last supper.

Acts 1:13 - One of the mmpany in the upper room after the ascension.

Acts 3:1 — With Peter, involved in the heding of the lame man.

Acts 4:13—When detained by the priests and their crowd, they were recognized to be
baold witnesses for Christ, these who were ‘Unlearned” by Pharisaicd standards,
yet had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:19 - Foundit necessary to affirm that they had to keep speeking what they had
witnessed rather than li stening to the threds of the Sanhedrin.

Acts 8:14 — Privil eged to travel with Peter to Samariato confirm the recetion d the
true gospel by those folks, and to be present at the giving of the Holy Spirit to
these new believers.

Acts 12:2 — Johris brother James was kill ed by Herod because he was a Christian.

Gal. 2:9 — Johnlisted among the ‘pill ars” of the church at Jerusalem in the late 40s
A.D.

Rev. 1:1, 4, 9 (Rev. 21:2, 8) — Johnwas eventuall y banished to theisland d Patmos
because of hisfaith. Thiswas probably 50 yeas later in the 90s A.D. It was here
that he was able to seethe glorified Lord Jesus Christ once gain and to recéve
the Revelation d what would happen at the end d the age.

Conclusion

I’'m struck by the grea privil ege that it would be for one to see aad dothe things that
John dd. Look at this message through the gyes of Johny imagine yourself in his privil eged
position from the beginning to the end d Christ's eathly ministry; in the work in the Jer u-
salem church and in surroundng parts; to hisimprisonment on Patmos and hisvision of the
Apocaypse. Wow!

So what isin aname, anyway? For one thing, God provides us models for how to live
(Paul, 1 Cor. 11:1; other mature believers, Phil. 3:17). In the gostle Johnwe dso find such
amode of amature believer. One who was humble, dedicated, faithful, a ommon worker
at the beginning but an urcommon foll ower of Christ after all, apill ar in the church.

We dso findin Johnthat statement abou the Lord’s love for him—the beloved disci-
ple. Who d us canna say that we ae adisciple whom Jesus loves? Do you suppcse that
Jesus loved Johnin away that was partial, or somehow far better than he loved any other
sinner? No! It is not first our love, or some inherent lovability, but rather the love that
Christ pours out upon sthat isthe first and most important. Oh hav wonderful to be loved
by Christ (John 159, Rom. 8:35, 2 Cor. 5:14-15, Gal. 2:20, Eph. 3:19)!

May JohnWilli am Postiff seethese thingsin his own life—the privil ege, following
the model, and the love of Christ.
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