Exodus 23-24 Further Commandments September 3, 2006

Introduction
Inthis sdion, the LORD continues to give Moses various instructions for
the newly-formed nation.

1. Miscellaneous Commands, 23:1-9

These cmmmands have to dowith interadions between people, such asin the
matters of justice other people’s property, bribes, handling of foreigners, etc.
There ae excdlent principles here for usto implement in our lives, and to tead
our children!

2. The Sabbath Year, 23:10-13

A pattern of seven yeas wasto be observed in which the land was all owed to
rest after six yeas of beingworked. Poor people muld take anything that grew by
itself. The LORD would provide for the people in the other six yeas @ that in the
seventh, there would be enough All of this was based on the pattern of the aea
tion week and al foll owing weeks which were to be the 6+1 pattern, with Satur-
day the day of rest.

It isinteresting that not even the mention of the names of other gods were to
crossthe lips of the Isradites.

3. The Three Feasts, 23:14-19

A. Feast of Unleavened Bread

B. Feast of Harvest (Firstfruits)

C. Feast of Ingathering

At ead of these feasts, all the Isradite men had to appea before the LORD
at the house of God — which would shortly be the tabernade, and eventually the
temple in Jerusalem. So, they had to travel threetimes per yea. Thiswould dffer
agood oppatunity for them to meditate on their relationship with God. (Do you
ever take some time out to dothat sort of thing—or is vacaion time for YOU
only and not for God?)

4. TheLand, 23:20-33

One subjed considered in this paragraph is that the Angel of the LORD who
would guide the people on their journey and conquest of the land.

A second pant is that the people must stay pure from the gods of the people
in the land. There ae many such pagan deiti es that they are to completely destroy.

Another thingis the promise of God that if they serve God in this way, He
will blesstheir foodand off spring and will go before the people and give them
victory. He said He would not drive the people out all at once, so that the land
would not become overgrown in the &sence of anyone whil e the | sradites were
growingin numbers.

They were instructed spedficdly not to make a @venant with the people of
the land, something that Joshua did not heed because he wastoo quick to cove-
nant with the Gibeonites (Joshua 9).

5. The Response of the People, 24:1-8
Twicein this ®dion the people responded that all that the LORD said they
would da They seded their agreement to the wvenant with blood

6. Vision of God, 24:9-18

The Bible says that Moses, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihuwent up into the moun-
tain along with the 70 elders, and they saw the God o Israd. What a sight it must
have been—as heaven itself!

After this, Moses was cdled up individually to be with God an the mountain.
He was there for 40 days and nightsin the midst of the presence of God. His glory
rested on the mountain and the chil dren of Israd saw it. How they could have
reverted to the golden calf (ch. 32) is puzZlingin a sense, but even with God's
presence so asauredly nea, human depravity is not eli minated.

Conclusion
What principles doyou dean from this passage? Write some below.
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