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Sunday, September 17, 2000

Inductive Study


Observe, Interpret, Summarize, Evaluate, Apply, Actualize

Importance of Practical Theology


Salvation is complete at the moment one has placed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. However, there is a lot to salvation after that point. Consider the following outline of the book of Romans for an example. We select this book because it is the defining passage on the gospel and is laid out in a very logical ordering.

	Romans Outline

	Chapters
	Topic
	Notes

	1-3
	Total Depravity
	No righteousness

In bondage to sin

	4-5
	Justification by Faith
	Imputed righteousness

Freedom from penalty of sin

Salvation is complete!

	6-8
	Sanctification
	Imparted righteousness; Holy Spirit is enabler

Freedom from power of sin

	9-11
	Israel
	Set aside for the moment while the Gentiles are brought in

	12-15
	Committed Christian Walk
	“Reasonable service”

	16
	Closing
	



From the point that salvation is complete at the end of chapter 4 and as further described in chapter 5, there are 11 more chapters after that. Chapters 6-8 and 12-15 in particular describe how one should live as a Christian. There is much more to this walk that just getting “fire insurance.” In 1 Corinthians, Paul deals with a large number of issues that are relevant to the practical walk of the Christian. It is particularly addressed to a local church body of believers who have a lot of problems with the way they are conducting their individual and corporate lives. Following is some background data.

1. Author - Paul


Claims Pauline authorship –  1:1,13, 3:4,6,22, 16:21


Written from Ephesus – 16:8, 19, Acts 18:1-2, 18, 19


Not an impressive man – 2:1, 2 Cor. 10:10


Had written a previous letter – 1 Cor. 5:9

2. Audience


Church at Corinth (1:2)

3. Time


About 55-57AD. After James, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and Galatians.

4. Place


Consider the prosperity (due to trade) yet wickedness (due to cults and paganism) of this city.  There was a Jewish synagogue there; as was Paul’s manner the text describes him starting there in his evangelistic campaign. Corinth was one of the largest cities in the Roman empire; by end of 100s also one of richest in world.

5. Occasion


report of contentions – 1:11


reply to letter from Corinthians – 7:1

6. Aim


Address and correct many problems in the church.

Background – Acts 18:1-18, 18:27-19:1


Second mission trip


Jews first, then Gentiles


Corinthian belief, then baptism (that is the right  order of things)


Paul Stayed for 1.5 years


Teaching the Word of God


Persecution forces Paul to leave to Cenchrea and Ephesus.


Apollos ministers at Corinth.

High-Level Outline of 1 Corinthians


1. Introduction – 1:1-9


2. Divisions – 1-4


3. Discipline – 5-6


4. Individual Conduct – 7-10


5. Corporate Conduct – 11-14


6. Doctrine of Resurrection – 15


7. Closing - 16

Paul’s Reply to Earlier Questions


Chapters 7-15 are primarily Paul’s answers to questions that the Corinthians raised to him in an earlier letter (7:1). Each is delimited by the phrase peri de (peri de) which is translated “now concerning” or “now as touching.” The word de by itself is used several times in a similar demarcating fashion; these sections may or may not have been matters of concern in the letter from Corinth to Paul. Notice these uses in the following verses:


1. 7:1 – marriage


2. 7:25 – singlehood


3. 8:1 – things offered to idols


4. 11:2 – covering of women (just de)


5. 11:17 – Lord’s supper (just de)


6. 12:1 – spiritual gifts


7. 15:1 – resurrection (just de)


8.  16:1 – collection for the saints


9. 16:5 – personal plans (just de)


10. 16:12 – regarding Apollos


These give us a clear picture of the outline of the latter half of the book. Notice how these fall into the categories of 2 Tim. 3:16
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