1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Sunday, September 23, 2000

Paul’s Salutation – 1:1-3

1. Written from – Paul and Sosthenes 1:1


a) Paul called an apostle


b) through will of God

2. Written to - 1:2


a) church of God at Corinth


b) those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints


c) all that call upon the name of the Jesus Christ our Lord


Notice that this letter is not limited to just the Corinthians!

3. The Greeting - 1:3


a) grace


b) peace


c) from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ

Paul’s Thanksgiving – 1:4-9

Paul’s thanksgiving starts out thanking “my God always on your behalf.” These give a direction, time, and object of his thanksgiving. Following are the items he is thankful for, given with four aorist tense passive voice verbs:

1. for the grace of God which was given you by Jesus Christ

2. that in all ye were made rich by Him

a) in utterance – logos – intelligent, reasoned, articulate speech or formulation of thoughts


b) in knowledge – gnosis – experiential knowledge

3. even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you


a) therefore no lack of gift


b) you are waiting for the revelation of Jesus Christ


c) The Lord will confirm you to the end, blameless


The word confirmed means to make firm or establish. This confirmation gives security and confidence. In this context, it is talking of confirmation of salvation and preservation by God’s grace. Testimony is marturion, for “proof” or “witness.” Blameless here means free from any legal charge. [Other uses: Col 1:22, 1 Tim. 3:10, Titus 1:6,7.]

4. God’s faithfulness; by Him ye were called unto fellowship of Jesus Christ


The emphasis in this verse is on God’s faithfulness, as the text literally reads “Is faithful God.” See Ps. 36:5, 89:1, 119:90, Lam. 3:23. God is completely trustworthy and steadfast in His word and promises. Here it refers back to the promise of confirmation and presentation as blameless before God.

What can we learn from this passage?

1. About the Lord


a) His Name - kuriou ihsou cristou (Kurios Iesous Kristos).

b) The number of uses of our Lord’s name or a pronoun for Him is staggering in this passage—there are 11 references in the 9 verses. Count them. According to this passage:

	Verse
	About the Lord

	1
	He calls to apostleship

	2
	In Him is sanctification

	2
	His name is to be called upon

	3
	Grace and peace are from Him

	4
	Grace is given by Him

	5
	He enriches

	6
	He is the one of whom we bear testimony

	7
	He is coming

	8
	He confirms us to the end

	8
	He has a “day”

	9
	He is the one with whom we are called to fellowship



We can learn from Paul’s emphasis here (which also occurs in other Pauline texts) that the whole Christian faith is centered on the Lord Jesus Christ. To draw attention away from Him onto someone or something else is to ignore all that He does on our behalf.

2. About the call


The word call is used 4 times in this passage. Each usage derives from the root word kaleo (kalew) which means to call by name. In fact, the word church in 1:2, ekklesia (ekklhsia) is rooted in this word as well. Notice these calls are:


a) to apostleship – 1:1, for Paul, not today


b) to sainthood – 1:2


c) upon the name of the Lord – 1:2


d) to fellowship – 1:9


Notice in 1:2 the bi-directional call. In one direction is that call of God upon the believer to sainthood. In the other direction is the call of the believer to the Lord for salvation. See Rom. 10:9,12,13 for example. 10:13 is a quotation of Joel 2:32, so the bi-directional call is not a new idea even in the NT. This seems to be an answer to the apparent paradox of how God’s sovereign election works with human responsibility. God’s call is the cause and man’s call is the effect; the two work together.


It is interesting to notice the places where this verb is used in the NT—to see what Christians are called to. Check it out!

3. About the local church


The local church in Corinth is mentioned in 1:2. Of Paul’s 13 epistles, 10 either make explicit mention of a local church in the salutation, mention church leadership (Php), mention local assemblies in the body of the letter (Rom, Col), or speak of the function of the church (Eph). The other three epistles are to individuals (Timothy and Titus). The local church is God’s corporate instrument in the world—where worship, teaching, prayer, fellowship, and service take place.

4. About the fellowship


This is koinwnian (koinonia), meaning communion, participation, sharing, partnership, partaking, union. The union is with Christ, and this flows into a sharing with one another. Both of these ideas form the basis for the rest of the letter.
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