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Religious Wisdom

Review 1:10-17


Rather than divisions in the assembly, Paul exhorted the believers in Corinth to unity in Christ. The rebuke here, and later in the book, is that they should not boast in men but rather realize their salvation is in Christ. Verse 17 teaches four great truths relative to this problem at Corinth: 1) baptism is of secondary importance; 2) gospel preaching is of primary importance; 3) the preaching must not rely on human cleverness and argument; 4) the preaching rests solely on the cross of Christ—the “effect” comes from the cross. The distinction between baptism and salvation is evident.


Consider also the great doctrines brought out in the text of 1 Corinthians so far: sovereignty of God and human responsibility; the will of God; sanctification; grace and peace; fellowship; baptism and salvation; deity of the Lord Jesus Christ; rapture; election; pre-eminence of Christ; completion of salvation; redemption; imputation of righteousness; salvation by faith alone; our position “in Christ.”

Questions About This Text

What are some key words used in the text?

What Old Testament scriptures are quoted or used? (19, 20, 23, 31)

What New Testament scriptures are used? (22)

What basic doctrine is taught in 1:18?

How does Is. 29:14 and its surrounding context relate to this passage?

To what does worldly wisdom lead? (21)

This text divides people into several categories. What are they? (22-24)

What “opposites” or contrasts are brought out? (18, 22-23, 25)

The text talks of the “power of God.” What is this? (18, 24)

What is the relationship between these three sets of verses: 26, 27-28, 31? In other words, how does Jer. 9:23-24 relate to this passage?

What three things are not “chosen of God”? (26)

Verse 31 starts with “That”, indicating a purpose clause. What is the exhortation?

What other verse in the NT can you think of that uses the word glory or boast?

What forms the basis for this exhortation? (30)

God offers several great spiritual blessings in Christ. What are they? (30)

Name three things God delights in (Jer. 9:23-24)

How does this hit me where I live?


Paul uses some OT scripture in this text to show the vast gulf that exists between the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God—they are miles apart! The Corinthian believers (2, 10, 18) have fallen in this area in their following after men rather than after God and Christ. Do we need to reorient our own thinking?


The idea of making Christ pre-eminent is apparent in this chapter. Is He pre-eminent…in reality?…in your mind?…in your action?
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