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Review 1:1-9


Paul, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, greeted the Corinthian believers in verses 1-3 and gives thanks for the things God has done for them. Recall the incredible list of things that the Lord Jesus Christ is to us and does for us as believers. The verb call from the Greek kaleo is used in verse 2 with respect to salvation and again verse 9 respecting the fellowship unto which we are called in Christ. Notice the calls:

a) to apostleship – 1:1, for Paul, not today

b) to sainthood – 1:2

c) upon the name of the Lord – 1:2

d) to fellowship – 1:9


Paul begins the main body of the letter by addressing a big problem in the Corinthian assembly: that of divisions. These schisms break the fellowship of verse 9.

1. The Exhortation – 1:10


Paul beseeches his readers immediately regarding divisiveness in the assembly. This is a call, exhortation, or appeal intended to produce a particular effect—not just empty words! Particularly since Paul invokes the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit through an apostolic authority in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is speaking here (this is the Word of God!), to call the reader to change his behavior.  The text has three active-voice present subjunctive verbs to tell us what is wanted:

a) Ye all speak the same thing. This can be translated “have a uniform testimony.”

b) There be no divisions among you. The word means splits or schisms. These could be in mind or sentiment.

c) Ye be perfectly*joined*together. The same word katarizo for mending a net (Mat. 4:21, Mk. 1:19). It means to make, join, restore, perfect. Consider the strength of a mended net as opposed to a broken one. This joining was in two areas:

i) in the same mind. This is the intellectual faculty, the conscious-ness, the understanding as renewed by the Holy Spirit.

ii) in the same judgment. This is the cognition, will, resolve, purpose or discernment that determines conduct.


Another way to dissect this verse is to notice the word “same” used three times. Paul wants the Corinthians to have the same a) speech; b) mind; c) judgment.

2. The Explanation – 1:11-12


As of verse 10, we could guess there are some difficulties in the assembly. Paul explains what he means in the next two verses. There have been reports of contentions (quarrels, debates, strifes, variances). There were at least four camps. Consider them and perhaps why the Corinthians fell into these camps:

a) Paul – founded church (Acts 18); received revelation of the mystery and had seen Christ (Acts 9, 2 Cor. 12); expert in OT.

b) Apollos – taught at Corinth (Acts 19:1); eloquent and mighty in the scriptures (Acts 18:24).

c) Cephas – had been with the Lord Jesus during His ministry on earth; powerful preacher (Acts 2); a leader of the church at Jerusalem.

d) Christ – perhaps this camp was “above” all this factionalism.


This sort of thing does happen. See James 4:1ff.

3. The Proper Focus -  1:13-17


In this instance, Paul has shown that man-centered factionalism has crept into the assembly. Three questions server to challenge the reader’s thinking and introduce the next section of the text where Paul gives a clear reason for the fact that there should not be these kinds of contentions—it’s not just unity for unity’s sake. The questions all have an understood ‘no’ for an answer:

a) Is Christ divided? NO. 1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Eph. 1:22-23. The body is not in pieces—it is one unit.

b) Was Paul crucified for you? NO. 1 Cor. 2:1.

c) Were you baptized in Paul’s name? NO. Mat. 28:19. To be baptized in someone’s name is to be associated or identified with that person, to witness to one’s faith or confession of that person.


These questions may be an argument towards reductio ad absurdum (a reduction to an absurdity). The Corinthian behavior would logically lead one to believe that those men were central to salvation or that Christ must be divided—obviously false conclusions. What a horrible testimony to those outside the church.


Along this line of thinking, Paul is glad that he did not baptize many of the church there (Crispus, Gaius, and household of Stephanas). Verses 14-16 speak to this point. Baptism means to immerse or submerge.


Paul’s point? “Lest any should say that I had baptized in my own name.” Lest means simply “in order that not.” Paul wants them (and us!) to be sure that he had no essential part in their baptism. Furthermore, if baptism was necessary to salvation, then it seems Paul would have wanted to baptize many in order to get them saved. But baptism does not save. See the next verse.


Paul’s mission was not primarily to baptize, but to evangelize (preach the gospel, KJV). The gospel was to be preached not with worldly wisdom because that does not save. Salvation is found only in the cross of Christ. Any other preaching makes the cross empty (void) of effect. Perhaps Paul is suggesting that the Corinthian’s behavior is making Christ’s cross void (more reduction to absurdity). Paul wanted his readers to focus on the right thing—the cross of Christ. Note 1 Cor. 1:29,31 and Gal. 6:14.

Conclusions


The Corinthians had fallen into schisms based on men. They were captivated by such things as worldly wisdom, eloquence, and excellency of speech (2:1; 2 Cor. 10:10). Paul shows the seriousness of this in light of the proper focus on Christ in salvation. No man saves us—only the Lord. We are to be likeminded.


The whole subject of schisms or splits reminds us of the all-too-common occurrence of church splits and folks leaving churches. For us there could easily be other reasons for divisions. Examples?


There are a number of verses that exhort believers to like-mindedness. Check them out: Rom. 12:16, 15:6; 2 Cor. 13:11; Php. 1:27, 2:2, 4:2; 1 Peter 3:8. An interesting word study would be to consider all the words translated into English as “mind” in the KJV. There are at least six Greek words that are translated thus.


This text ends with some important phrases—the gospel, wisdom, and the cross of Christ. The next section transitions from these ideas to worldly wisdom, foolishness, and the gospel message.
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