Outline of Jonah

<

Notes

The book d Jonah was most probably written sometime between 793and 752B.C. du-
ing thereign of Jerobaam Il, awicked king of the northern kingdom (2 Kings 14:25). Hosea and
Amos would be roughly Jonah’s contemporaries. Jonah is gent to the north and west to the peo-
ple of Nineveh. Thisis smewhat oddfor an Isradite prophet to be sent to ancther people.

Jo

gmMoOOw>

&>

0]

COPPEOOm>

O

N SHIIGNE ... e 1:1-1:17
Commandto goto NINeVEN .........cevviiiiiiiieee e 1:1-2
Jonah’sdisobedience.............cccuiiiiiiiiiieee e 1:3
The storm brings out the truth...............oovviiiiiceiie 1:4-10
The cdming of the storm ............ooovvvvviiiiiiiie e, 1:11-16
Jonah in the huge fish prepared by God.............cooeviiiiiiiiinieeee. 1:17

nah’sPrayer inthe Fish ... e 2:1-10
God heas Jonah's prayers and Jonah VONS..............eeeeeeeenn. 2:1-9
God dredsthefish to vomit Jonah.............ccccvviiiiiiiieccnnnn. 2:10

nah’s Preading and Nineveh's Repentance.............ceeeeiiieeeeeeieee 3:1-10
Commandto goto NiNeveh ........cccevvieiieeeiiiiiieeee e, 3:1-2
JONa S Preadling......ccvvvvvvrenniiiie et 3:3-4
The beli ef and repentance of the Ninevites................cccoeeee 3:5-9
The “repentance” Of GOd............uuuiiiiiiiiiieeceeccc e 310

nah’s Anger
Jonal’'s EfiSh Prayer.....ccoeevveii e 4.1-3
God's preparation d the gourd as an ill ustration.................... 4:4-6
The worm and sunlight complete the objed lesson.................4:7-8
God s rebuke of Jonah: objed lesonexplained................... 4:9-11

The acournt ishistoricd, na fiction. Why? The Scriptures record it as such. Thereis

no nae of parable or allegory here & all. The Lord Jesus testifies to the same in Mat-
thew 12:40. There ae other reported cases of such incidents where aman is swval-
lowed by afish, yet lives, so it isnat even unknavn ouside of the Scriptures. Even if
it were, who cares? Is God a man the authority?

Theright thing to doisto obey God's clealy reveded will . Don't disobey!

With resped to 1.7, it isnat right today to cast lots to determine answers from God,
though this has been used at timesin the past, and with Divine sanction (see for in-
stance, the Urim and Thummim in Num. 27:21). See &so Acts 1:26 and Judges 6:36-
40. In the Judges passage, dired revelation from God was not enough for Gideon,
though shoud have been. What would Gideon have dore had the fleecenct turned
out the way he wanted? Would he have disobeyed God? In Acts 1:26, we seethe last
use of thelot in seeking diredion from the Lord. Oncethe Holy Spirit was given on
the day of Pentecost in His gpedal baptizing and indwelli ng cgpadtiesin this age, the
Spirit leads believers through ather means (seeActs 13:2). Today, ou diredion
comes through the leading of the Spirit asinformed by the Word of God.

Jonah is quite displeased that the Ninevites are nat going to get their “due.” What do
you think that he is thinking? Perhaps this: “There is noway that the Ninevites sioud



have a tiance They are far worse than Israd.” Can you conclude anything else? Do
you think that he doesn't understand the cae that God hes for souls? Do you think he
is =lf-absorbed in the sense that he caed for the gourd (for his own benefit) but not
the people of Nineveh? Do you think he would rejoice d the overthrow of Nineveh?
What did God say abou that kind d attitude in the Edomites (Obadiah 12).
Noticethe auging of faith with repentancein the Ninevites. Noticethe mmplete na-
ture of the repentance—from King on davn to the animals.

God's “repentance” is an anthropamorphic expressonfor how he deds with men
when they change their course of adion. Thereisno urcertainty with God what He
would do.

Thereisanicenote here of the nead to pu asiderada or ethnic prgjudices. Israd was
not the only people that God cared abou—He demonstrates that He dso cares for the
Gentil es.

Noticethe agument from lesser to greder in the last few verses of the book (gourd to
people’'s ouls).

Did you ever naticethat there is no missonary mandate in the OT? Isradites are not
sent out in droves to pread to the other nations. The other nations have to cometo Is-
rad. The OT system is Israd-centric. Inthe NT, that is totall y changed aroundin
Matt. 2818-20.



